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CONCRETE COMPREHENSION
THE WRY

Concrete Gomprehension™ is an instructional resource
series that uses concrefe objects and hands-on
experiences to help enhance comprehension skills for
primary readers. When our students begin their learning
with a concretfe experience, it makes thinking visible and
shows sfudents the connections between text and the real
world. The series is designed to engage students in literacy
experiences that will promotfe higher order thinking and
allow students fo interact with the text in an authentic
way. The lessons are set up using the gradual release of

responsibility model.  While they are scripted for
convenience, they can cerfainly be used as a guide and in
whichever way works best for the students. Our hope is
that you and vyour students enjoy launching your
comprenension lessons in unique ways that ultimately
promote rich discussion and thinking within the classroom.

Tanny McGregor explains it best when she
says, ‘Wwhen it comes fo meaningful
instruction, it is never really dbout fhe
stuff; it's about #hinking and 7aking and
learning. These concrete ideas simply give
us a way in to the hearfts and minds of
our students.” (McGregor, 2007)




WHAT'S INCLUDED?

@2 5 detailed lesson plans

% differentiation for every lesson plan
&% aligned to Common Core standards
% explicit and guided hands—-on activities
% concrete, highly visual experiences
% exit slips for formative assessment
% differentiated graphic organizers
% interactive anchor charts

% inferactive notebook feature

@ real photographs with how-to help
% strategy song and poem printable

% research explanations and references




b DETAILED LESSON PLANS
differentiated ¢ aligned
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LESSON #2
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CONCRETE EXPERIENCES:
MAKE THINKING VISIBLE!

MISS DECARBO®Y
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STUDENT FRIENDLY
EXIT SLIPS

SCHEMA CHANGES

Read the story doout Sam. Record what Sam thought he inew about the sun. Then, record

"It is a big lightbulb that
Sam a book about the sun.
ﬂtﬂmgivcsusl_igrraﬂ

WHAT IS SCHEMA? the sunl” Sam said.

What is schema? | NEW SCHEMA

Name

SCHEMA STiCKS: USiN9 CONNECTIONS |

The experiences we ve had, places we've been, people we've met, and books we 've read
stick in our brains. We use these connections when we reod. Read the story about Gam,
record a connection, and drow how Cam is feeling
Cam blew out the Record a connection. Use your schema to draw how
candles. She made Com feels on her birthday. |-
a wish. She is six -
years old today.
Her mom and dad
gave her a bike.
Cam is having the
best birthday
ever!




ANCHOR CHARTS, GRAPHIC
URGANIZERS & MORE!
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Topic or Title:

”My Brain Stores My Schema

s Write the fitke or topic in the boe What do you crecdy bave stored in
b broin? Record your schema (what you aiready imow) in the boses

Titke or Topic

My I.eurmn Seed N
Tune: Twinkle, Tmnl:lc 1
Thinkina_ thinkinp—ete—T cacd .
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Building Schema ch ! Sﬂhl Building Schema

m Twrite the topkc or fitke in the box. Record what you P youl read, record | DACecHions; Write the toplc or fitke in the box. Hecord what you
are fhinking before, during, ond after you read g arred. Wou my fir are fhinking before, during, ond after you read
jormation. You may
pour schermna chanoy Tirle or Topic

Titke or Topic




IDEAS FOR USING THIS
RESOURCE

Concrete Comprehension™ for Primary Readers can be used in so many
different ways! Some feachers may prefer 1o complete each lesson in one day,
while others will split each lesson up into two or three days. I suggest splitting

each lesson up for younger learners. The lessons can be used as mini lessons,
whole class reading lessons, or conducted in a small group sefting.

Every Concrete Comprehension™ for Primary Readers resource will include exit
slips that can be used as formative assessments for educators. These exit slips

are opfional and can be used at The end of the lesson, within a small group, or
simply done as a whole class for additional application of the strateqy. For
kindergarten sfudents, feachers will need o read the direction and text aloud,

and have the children complete each part in a step-by-step process.

Graphic organizers are included in every edition of Concrete Comprehension™
for Primary Readers. Scripted activities that use specific organizers will be
included with each lesson. The general graphic organizers af the end of the

resource can be used for addifional lessons, small groups, independent reading,

or during whole group read aloud lessons.

Check out the Differentiation Ideas section in each lesson plan to learn how fo
simplify the lesson, and/or how To increase the expectations for more advanced
readers and writers.

Due to the nafure of Goncrete Comprehension™, some lesson plans require
concrete objects. While we certainly recommend bringing these objects info the
classroom, we understand that it is sometimes not always possible. In these
cases, using the pictures within this pack will help students understand your
teaching points. Most objects can be found in your general dollar storel

Last but not least, comprehension is FUN fo feach and excifing fo learn about!
We hope you love all of the lesson plans, ideas, printables, and activities in this
resource! If you have any questions, contact me at missdecarbo@gmail.com.
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