READ & THINK
COMPREHENSION PACK

lessons, posters,
sticky notes, and
response sheets
for deeper
DreENeENSIon
independent
reading




> THANK YOU

for choosing a Miss DeCarba” educational resource.

) CONNECT WITH ME
) ) TERMS OF USE:

Licensing Terms: This download includes a license for one educator only for personal use in his or her
classroom. Licenses are non-transferable, meaning that they cannot be passed on from one teacher fo
another. If you want to use this as a grade level, share it with a colleague, or use it with a school or
district, the praper number of additional licenses must be granted in writing by the author. You can
purchase additional licenses at a discount in your “My Purchases” page when you are logged info your
Teachers Pay Teachers account. If you are a coach, administrator, or curriculum director interested in
fransferable licenses to accommodate yearly staff changes, contact me for a quote at
christina@missdecarbo.com.

Copyright Terms: £very page of this document is copyrighted. This resource may not be uploaded
to the Internet in any form, including classroom/personal websites or blogs, or district or shared
servers that those who did not purchase an additional license could access. Uploading the file to
the internet is a direct violation of copyright. Replications are not allowed.
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ABOUT MISS DECARBO

Christina DeCarbo-Wagers is an elementary teacher from Northeast Ohio. She
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education, a Master's degree in
Elementary Literacy, and a specialized K-I2 reading endorsement. Christina has
experience in instructional consulting, literacy coaching, and professional
development services. Over the course of her career, she has presented literacy
workshops and professional development sessions for Staff Development of
Educators, ASCD, and state and local educational conferences. Christina has also
provided extensive services and frainings for school districts and educational
service centers across the state of Ohio.

Christina is passionate about helping students reach
their greatest potential as readers and writers. Her
engaging resources are based on developmentally-
appropriate research and are founded in the
importance of critical thinking, creativity, and
problem-solving skills for young learners. Her
educational company, Miss DeCarbo, Inc., was
founded in 2012 and provides educators with
curriculum, ideas, research-based advice, and
inspiration. You can learn more about Miss DeCarbo
by visiting her website, www.missdecarbo.com.



http://www.missdecarbo.com/

ABOUT THIS RESOURCE

I created this resource to help my students
monitor their reading comprehension. I
wanted fo create a way for them to
respond to their books and texts in a way
that is developmentally appropriate for
beginning readers and writers. After
teaching each read and think symbol
through a class read-aloud and practicing
during small-group sessions, my students
now draw the symbols and jot down their
thinking about the text during independent
reading. The tfemplates provided help to
scaffold their understanding of when and
how o stop and jot dbout what they are
reading. This resource will help readers
think, respond, and monitor their
understanding while they read.




WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THIS PACK?

Read ¢ Think ideas, benefits, and pictures

Read ¢ Think posters - color

Read ¢ Think posters = black and white

Read ¢ Think model lessons for read-alouds

Read ¢ Think bookmarks

Read ¢ Think differentiated response sheets

Read ¢ Think differentiated sticky notes



IDEAS FOR USE

Whole—class read-aloud sessions

Small=group reading

Independent reading
Partner reading

-or use with reading notebooks

o help students stop and jot while reading
For use while reading at home
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GREAT FOR SMALL GROUPS.
WHOLE CLASS READ ALOUDS. AND
INDEPENDENT READING!
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS WHEN
READERS STOP. THINK. AND JOT?

Improved comprehension

Increased self-monitoring skills during independent reading
Promotes retention and collaborative discussion

Improved ability to check for understanding

Boost critical thinking skills

Strengthens written response skills

Helps students apply learned strategies



READ & THINK SYMBOL POSTERS

Each read and think symbol represents a comprehension focus for your readers. The
posters provide visual reminders for students to stop and jot down their thoughts as
they read their books. Students will respond to the books they read by:

making predictions (I predict..)

asking questions (I wonder..)

noticing details in the illustrations or photographs (I notice...)

identifying character feelings and emotions (___ feels..)

thinking about the lesson of the story (The lesson is..)

making connections to their own lives and other books they've read (This part makes me think..)

Each poster includes a simple symbol that students can draw in their reading
notebooks, on sticky notes, or on the included response sheets to identify the type of
thinking they will be jotting down and writing responses to. The posters also contain
senfence stems to help students start their thoughts as they write (or draw). I
recommend hanging these posters in your whole-class meeting area where you hold
read-aloud lessons and by your small-group reading area. The posters are available in
both color and black and white versions. I've included pages within this pack that share
optional model read-aloud titles and stopping points that you can use 1o initially
introduce each poster’s read and think symbol.

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



READ & THINK SYMBOL POSTERS
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The lesson
is...

I notice... me think...



READ & THINK SYMBOL POSTERS

I notice... The lesson
is...




MODEL READ-ALOUD LESSONS TO
INTRODUCE THE READ & THINK SYMBOLS

In order to introduce each read and think symbol o my students, I modeled how to
stop and jot during a read-aloud to the class. Before reading the book, I introduced
the read and think poster and symbol and explained its purpose for our reading.
(Example: “During today’s read-aloud, we will focus on making predictions while we read.
Readers always think about what might happen next. This helps them think about and
understand the book better. Listen and watch as I read. You will see me stop and think
about what will happen next. I will then jot down my prediction on my sticky note.”)

After I model how fo stop and jot a couple of times during the read-aloud, I invite my
students to join me in practicing with each read and think symbol. You can use any book
you would like as you infroduce and teach each of the read and think posters. For your
convenience, I have included a model text for each read and think symbol that you can
use, if you desire. You can use any book for these introductions. /e following lessons
are gptional. For each book, I share the dialogue I use to introduce the read and think
symbol. I also included some optional stopping points throughout the book that you can
use as you stop and think about the comprehension skill with your class and jot down
your thoughts and responses on sticky notes or the response sheets.



OPTIONAL LINKS TO THE BOOKS |
INCLUDED IN MY INTRODUCTION LESSONS:

Eimer by David McKee

Grandfather Iwilight by Barbara Berger

Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel

This Is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen

Aesop's Fables (These can be found online.)

s [NOSE Shoes by Maribeth Boelts



https://www.amazon.com/Elmer-Books-David-Mckee/dp/0688091717/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=elmer&qid=1580788300&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Grandfather-Twilight-Barbara-Helen-Berger/dp/0399209964/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=grandfather+twilight&qid=1580788242&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Frog-Toad-Friends-Arnold-Lobel/dp/0064440206/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=frog+and+toad+are+friends&qid=1580788263&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/This-Not-Hat-Jon-Klassen/dp/0763655996/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1580788280&sr=8-1
https://www.dltk-teach.com/fables/
https://www.amazon.com/Those-Shoes-Maribeth-Boelts/dp/0763642843/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=those+shoes&qid=1580788321&sr=8-1

OPTIONAL MODEL LESSONS TO INTRODUCE
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READ & THINK BOOKMARKS

The bookmarks on the following pages can be printed on
cardstock and cut out for students to use during independent
reading, partner reading time, small-group time, and more!l The
symbols will remind them of the many ways they can respond and
think about what they are reading. These bookmarks are also
great to use when sfudents are stopping and jotting on plain
sticky notes or on reading logs. It will help them remember how
to draw each symbol. You can print them out on white paper and
adllow students to color each symbol, or print on colored
cardstock for a “just print” resource. They make a great tool to
send home.
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I predict...

I predict..
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I wonder...
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me think...
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me think...

served.
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READ & THINK RESPONSE SHEETS

The following pages are response sheets that students can use during your read-
alouds, as they read independently, or during small-group reading lessons. They mimic
the feel of sficky notes, but they are grouped onto one page for easier management
and offer more organization for younger students. Response sheets are included for
each read and think symbol. As I introduce each symbol, my students practice using
the response sheet that only includes that symbol. After all symbols have been
infroduced, sfudents can use the sheet that includes all the symbols or the blank
response sheets.

Qur goal Is fo move students away from the preprinted response sheets and foward
the blank sheets. We want students to eventually stop and respond fo their reading
based on a book’s purpose and their own thinking, with the freedom to use as many or
as little of each symbol as they need. (For example, a student may need to record
three different times a character’s feelings change or read a nonfiction book and
have no use for the lesson symbol.) Our goal is to help students learn how to
independently stop and respond to their reading, use the symbols as visual reminders,
and offer a way to help them begin their thinking. There are many options included.
Unlined sheets can be used with kindergarten students by allowing them fo draw
pictures of their thinking as they read!

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Name: Title of Book:
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Name: Title of Book:

@ I wonder-.. @ I wonder.. @ I wonder..
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Name: Title of Book:
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feels..
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Name:

Title of Book:

I notice..

I notice..

I notice..
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Title of Book:

The lesson is..

The lesson is..

The lesson is..
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READ & THINK RESPONSE SHEETS

LINED VERSION
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BLANK RESPONSE SHEETS

As mentioned earlier in the pack: Qur goal is to move stuaents away from the
preprinted response sheets and foward the blank sheets. We want students to
eventually stop and respond fo their reading based on a book’s purpose and
their own thinking, with the freedom to use as many or as little of each
symbol as they need. (For example, a student may need to record three
different fimes a character’s feelings change or read a nonfiction book and
have no use for the lesson symbol.)

On the following response sheets, students will draw the symbols themselves
in the upper left-hand square of each response square. Students can then
write or draw their responses to the text and/or their reading. You can also
require students to add the page numbers on which they stopped and jotted
about either in the picture area or the upper-right hand corner of each
response square.

As a reminder, students can do the same work in reading journals or
notebooks. These response sheets are included as one option for students fo
record their thoughts and keep track of their reading and thinking notes.



Name: Title of Book:
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Name: Title of Book:
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READ & THINK STICKY NOTES

The following response sheets are the same templates
that are available in the previous sections, but these
are without spaces for the students’ name and the
titles of the books. These pages provide tfemplates for
you To put actual sticky notes on and run through a
prinfer. Students can then use the sticky notes as they
read, think, and jot. They can place their sticky notes
directly info their books on the pages on which they
stop and jot or info reading notebooks or journals. See
the following page for directions on how to print on
sficky notes.




HOW TO PRINT ON STICKY NOTES

Step One: Print the sticky note template first. Stick 3-inch by 3-
inch sticky notes onto the template. Line them up fo match the
squares on the template. Place the adhesive sticky side of each
sticky note at the top of the template.

Step Two: Feed or put the paper into your printer's manual feed
tray, slot, or option. Be sure that the adhesive ends of the sticky
notes are going into the printer first. If you don't know which
side of the paper it will print on, run a test print first.

Step Three: Print one page at a time of the printable or sticky
note design that you want.

Quick Tip: If you google “how fo print on sticky notes’, there are
tons of video tutorials, blog posts, and pictures for these steps.



STICKY NOTE TEMPLATE: Place a 3-inch by 3-inch sticky nofe on each square with the adhesive end of each sticky note at the fop.
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*Feed the paper into the printer with the sticky ends first. (This might be upside down, depending on your printer.
Print a test page first.)
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APPLY 3 X 3 STICKY NOTES T0 THE
TEMPLATE AND FEED INTO PRINTER

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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SHOP FOR ADDITIONAL COMPREHENSION

RESOURCES BY CLICKING BELOW:

skill based

READING LOGS

MISS DECARBQ ™
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schema & metacognition
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