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about Miss DeCarbo
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Christina is passionate about helping students reach 
their greatest potential as readers and writers. Her 
engaging resources are based on developmentally-
appropriate research and are founded in the 
importance of critical thinking, creativity, and 
problem-solving skills for young learners. Her 
educational company, Miss DeCarbo, Inc., was 
founded in 2012 and provides educators with 
curriculum, ideas, research-based advice, and 
inspiration. You can learn more about Miss DeCarbo 
by visiting her website, www.missdecarbo.com. 

Christina DeCarbo-Wagers is an elementary teacher from Northeast Ohio. She 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education, a Master’s degree in 
Elementary Literacy, and a specialized K-12 reading endorsement. Christina has 
experience in instructional consulting, literacy coaching, and professional 
development services. Over the course of her career, she has presented literacy 
workshops and professional development sessions for Staff Development of 
Educators, ASCD, and state and local educational conferences. Christina has also 
provided extensive services and trainings for school districts and educational 
service centers across the state of Ohio. 

http://www.missdecarbo.com/


about this resource
I created this resource to help my students 
monitor their reading comprehension. I 
wanted to create a way for them to 
respond to their books and texts in a way 
that is developmentally appropriate for 
beginning readers and writers. After 
teaching each read and think symbol 
through a class read-aloud and practicing 
during small-group sessions, my students 
now draw the symbols and jot down their 
thinking about the text during independent 
reading. The templates provided help to 
scaffold their understanding of when and 
how to stop and jot about what they are 
reading. This resource will help readers 
think, respond, and monitor their 
understanding while they read.
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What is included in this pack?
Read & Think ideas, benefits, and pictures

Read & Think posters - color

Read & Think posters – black and white

Read & Think model lessons for read-alouds

Read & Think bookmarks

Read & Think differentiated response sheets

Read & Think differentiated sticky notes
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Ideas for use
Whole-class read-aloud sessions

Small-group reading

Independent reading

Partner reading

For use with reading notebooks

To help students stop and jot while reading

For use while reading at home
©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



See it in action
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More photographs and 
examples of student thinking
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Great for small groups, 
whole class read alouds, and 

independent reading!
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What are the benefits when 
readers stop, think, and jot?
Improved comprehension 

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Increased self-monitoring skills during independent reading

Promotes retention and collaborative discussion

Improved ability to check for understanding

Boost critical thinking skills

Strengthens written response skills

Helps students apply learned strategies



Read & think symbol posters
Each read and think symbol represents a comprehension focus for your readers. The 
posters provide visual reminders for students to stop and jot down their thoughts as 
they read their books. Students will respond to the books they read by:

• making predictions (I predict…)
• asking questions (I wonder…)
• noticing details in the illustrations or photographs (I notice…)
• identifying character feelings and emotions (___ feels…)
• thinking about the lesson of the story (The lesson is…)
• making connections to their own lives and other books they’ve read (This part makes me think…)

Each poster includes a simple symbol that students can draw in their reading 
notebooks, on sticky notes, or on the included response sheets to identify the type of 
thinking they will be jotting down and writing responses to. The posters also contain 
sentence stems to help students start their thoughts as they write (or draw). I 
recommend hanging these posters in your whole-class meeting area where you hold 
read-aloud lessons and by your small-group reading area. The posters are available in 
both color and black and white versions. I’ve included pages within this pack that share 
optional model read-aloud titles and stopping points that you can use to initially 
introduce each poster’s read and think symbol. 

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Read & think symbol posters
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Read & think symbol posters
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Model Read-Aloud Lessons to 
introduce the Read & Think Symbols

In order to introduce each read and think symbol to my students, I modeled how to 
stop and jot during a read-aloud to the class. Before reading the book, I introduced 
the read and think poster and symbol and explained its purpose for our reading. 
(Example: “During today’s read-aloud, we will focus on making predictions while we read. 
Readers always think about what might happen next. This helps them think about and 
understand the book better. Listen and watch as I read. You will see me stop and think 
about what will happen next. I will then jot down my prediction on my sticky note.”)

After I model how to stop and jot a couple of times during the read-aloud, I invite my 
students to join me in practicing with each read and think symbol. You can use any book 
you would like as you introduce and teach each of the read and think posters. For your 
convenience, I have included a model text for each read and think symbol that you can 
use, if you desire. You can use any book for these introductions. The following lessons 
are optional. For each book, I share the dialogue I use to introduce the read and think 
symbol. I also included some optional stopping points throughout the book that you can 
use as you stop and think about the comprehension skill with your class and jot down 
your thoughts and responses on sticky notes or the response sheets. 
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Optional links to the books I 
included in my introduction lessons:

Elmer by David McKee

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Grandfather Twilight by Barbara Berger

Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel

This Is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen 

Aesop’s Fables (These can be found online.)

Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts

https://www.amazon.com/Elmer-Books-David-Mckee/dp/0688091717/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=elmer&qid=1580788300&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Grandfather-Twilight-Barbara-Helen-Berger/dp/0399209964/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=grandfather+twilight&qid=1580788242&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Frog-Toad-Friends-Arnold-Lobel/dp/0064440206/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=frog+and+toad+are+friends&qid=1580788263&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/This-Not-Hat-Jon-Klassen/dp/0763655996/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1580788280&sr=8-1
https://www.dltk-teach.com/fables/
https://www.amazon.com/Those-Shoes-Maribeth-Boelts/dp/0763642843/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=those+shoes&qid=1580788321&sr=8-1


Optional model lessons to introduce 
each read and think symbol
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Read & think bookmarks
The bookmarks on the following pages can be printed on 
cardstock and cut out for students to use during independent 
reading, partner reading time, small-group time, and more! The 
symbols will remind them of the many ways they can respond and 
think about what they are reading. These bookmarks are also 
great to use when students are stopping and jotting on plain 
sticky notes or on reading logs. It will help them remember how 
to draw each symbol. You can print them out on white paper and 
allow students to color each symbol, or print on colored 
cardstock for a “just print” resource. They make a great tool to 
send home.

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Read & think response sheets
The following pages are response sheets that students can use during your read-
alouds, as they read independently, or during small-group reading lessons. They mimic 
the feel of sticky notes, but they are grouped onto one page for easier management 
and offer more organization for younger students. Response sheets are included for 
each read and think symbol. As I introduce each symbol, my students practice using 
the response sheet that only includes that symbol. After all symbols have been 
introduced, students can use the sheet that includes all the symbols or the blank 
response sheets. 

Our goal is to move students away from the preprinted response sheets and toward 
the blank sheets. We want students to eventually stop and respond to their reading 
based on a book’s purpose and their own thinking, with the freedom to use as many or 
as little of each symbol as they need. (For example, a student may need to record 
three different times a character’s feelings change or read a nonfiction book and 
have no use for the lesson symbol.) Our goal is to help students learn how to 
independently stop and respond to their reading, use the symbols as visual reminders, 
and offer a way to help them begin their thinking. There are many options included. 
Unlined sheets can be used with kindergarten students by allowing them to draw 
pictures of their thinking as they read!

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



v v v

v v v

I predict… I predict… I predict…

I predict… I predict… I predict…

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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v v v

v v v

I wonder… I wonder… I wonder…

I wonder… I wonder… I wonder…

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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v v v

v v v

____________
feels…

____________
feels…

____________
feels…

____________
feels…

____________
feels…

____________
feels…

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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v v v

v v v

I notice… I notice… I notice…

I notice… I notice… I notice…

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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v v v

v v v

The lesson is… The lesson is… The lesson is…

The lesson is… The lesson is… The lesson is…

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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v v v

v v v

This part 
makes me 

think…

This part 
makes me 

think…

This part 
makes me 

think…

This part 
makes me 

think…

This part 
makes me 

think…

This part 
makes me 

think…

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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v v v

v v v

This part 
makes me 

think…

The lesson is…I notice…

____________
feels…

I wonder…I predict…

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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Read & think response sheets
Lined version
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Blank Response Sheets
As mentioned earlier in the pack: Our goal is to move students away from the 
preprinted response sheets and toward the blank sheets. We want students to 
eventually stop and respond to their reading based on a book’s purpose and 
their own thinking, with the freedom to use as many or as little of each 
symbol as they need. (For example, a student may need to record three 
different times a character’s feelings change or read a nonfiction book and 
have no use for the lesson symbol.)

On the following response sheets, students will draw the symbols themselves 
in the upper left-hand square of each response square. Students can then 
write or draw their responses to the text and/or their reading. You can also 
require students to add the page numbers on which they stopped and jotted 
about either in the picture area or the upper-right hand corner of each 
response square. 

As a reminder, students can do the same work in reading journals or 
notebooks. These response sheets are included as one option for students to 
record their thoughts and keep track of their reading and thinking notes. 

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



v v v

v v v

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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v v v

v v v

Name: ____________________ Title of Book: _________________________________
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Read & think sticky notes
The following response sheets are the same templates 
that are available in the previous sections, but these 
are without spaces for the students’ name and the 
titles of the books. These pages provide templates for 
you to put actual sticky notes on and run through a 
printer. Students can then use the sticky notes as they 
read, think, and jot. They can place their sticky notes 
directly into their books on the pages on which they 
stop and jot or into reading notebooks or journals. See 
the following page for directions on how to print on 
sticky notes. 

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



How to print on sticky notes
Step One: Print the sticky note template first. Stick 3-inch by 3-
inch sticky notes onto the template. Line them up to match the 
squares on the template. Place the adhesive sticky side of each 
sticky note at the top of the template. 

Step Two: Feed or put the paper into your printer’s manual feed 
tray, slot, or option. Be sure that the adhesive ends of the sticky 
notes are going into the printer first. If you don’t know which 
side of the paper it will print on, run a test print first. 

Step Three: Print one page at a time of the printable or sticky 
note design that you want. 

Quick Tip: If you google “how to print on sticky notes”, there are 
tons of video tutorials, blog posts, and pictures for these steps. 

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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v

STICKY NOTE TEMPLATE: Place a 3-inch by 3-inch sticky note on each square with the adhesive end of each sticky note at the top.

*Feed the paper into the printer with the sticky ends first. (This might be upside down, depending on your printer. 
Print a test page first.)
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Apply 3 x 3 sticky notes to the 
template and feed into printer

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Read & think sticky notes
Lined version
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shop for additional comprehension 
resources by clicking below:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Logs-904357
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Songs-4903832?utm_source=MDNewsletter&utm_campaign=ComprehensionSongs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Schema-and-Metacognition-Concrete-Comprehension-for-Primary-Learners-2828758
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Concrete-Comprehension-Questioning-for-Primary-Learners-2898498


Clip Art & Font Credits:

©2020 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.kimberlygeswein.com/commercial-use/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Workshop-Teaching
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Perfect-Blend-Fonts-Bundle-2671934
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Darcy-Baldwin-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Lidia-Barbosa-Clip-Art
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