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PAPERLESS. QUICK. AND FUN!

) Open the slideshow or the PDF file.

2)  Click on a brain-teaser.
3)  Think, share, and grow new dendrites!
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A variety of brain teasers, problems,

logical thinking questions, and open-ended

challenges @
2

Fran is the first student in
at the bus STop-

N line |
(W \ o is benind
= fhree friends

5
& €

re included

Cal and
in front of

Say the beginning sound

does NOT belong
in the set? Why?

2k 3

hat | ham | had

Which word below ‘ﬁ

of each picture.

Which picture does NOT
belong in the set? Why?

R
iy

for each month!

How many words can you make
out of the letters in this word:

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click

1USED ;0 BE A POPSICLE

—_—
—
———

Click

the button 1o cheek YOUr answer

UTNOWIMA..?

How could you
popsicle stick?
A pointer for
one idea. What

You think of ?

#}fretr vv?u share your theughts and ideas, dlick
€ Dutton 16 go back 1o fhe home screén

g7 Create the dialogue and the
jnts between these two students. Be

Study the different types of
fransportation that these students are
using to get to school. Which picture
does not belong in this set? Why?

the button to go back to the home screen
J
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SELF-CHECKING AND INTERACTIVE

Challenges include a clickable self-checking featurel

3 Find three differences. 9
— l:«»““?(ﬂ“?

Study the different types of
fransportation that these students are
using to get to school. Which picture
does not belong in this set? Why?

-:va.(' v (IA“@;Q
U

P & i y _‘

You are correct!

T i The student who is walking is the

ry again: only student not using wheels to e L —

Click the picture below to go back to travel to school. Click the picture below o go to the home screen.
today’s daily dendrite challenge.

Way to go! You used your brain power!
Click the picture below to go fo the home screen.
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SAMPLE PICTURES FOR SEPTEMBER:

¢ 3
ifferent Types ©
+ these students e

1o get 10 schoot. Which pﬁgu;e
Us‘\:‘ig%s not be\onq in this se y

Teach someone how fo make an apple I 4
pie. Use the pictures and the fransition
words fo help you. Remember to speak
in complete sentences!

Then

First  Next

|USED TO BE A POPSICLE STICK, 6
BUTNOWI'MA..?

How could you reuse a
popsicle stick? Be creative!
A pointer for reading is
one idea. What else can
you think of ?

| ast

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click
the button to go back to the home screen.

(]
Which apple should go in the last rou I winat he vl

pinking @ ings-
‘ “ Cj ) \-\an\'ﬁ;\‘“p Sk_ng‘\izf\; ot

The answer is S
What is the question?

L | Use the picture below fo create your story problem or question

you make

AT s

Click the burton fo check|

Say the beginnj ing soung

After you share your thoughts and ideas, "Ick ’s of €ach
the button fo go back to the home screen. Th. aick ch p 'CTUF
Y deas, ¥
=1 Agter you share your Thoudhs o0 IEe, ff | Whi
k rn P o qo back to the home screel S | S ich pictyr
Ve |o||neouen g — s PiCture does NOT

belo
three friends in { N9 in the set? WhV?

- T — — Jen?

Click the button 1o check your answer. @ 1 g

fran | Cal
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SAMPLE PICTURES FOR OCTOBER:

I have a stem. |
I do not have stripes.
I have circles on me.
I do not have a leaf
Which pumpkin am I?

our anSWers.

cutton o check ¥

Click the eyeodl

The solu Which fact |}
What is th doesn't belong? | ¢/
Why?

After you share your 1h

buttoen below to go b How many words can you

mcke out of 1he letters in
the words:

SPIDER

§

Click the cauldron button to check YOUr answer,

o= —_— b T H
¢ shoud P 0 \ s o
\;}‘(\G’Y_Dﬂ - » as < and ideas, c\ick@ ire. )
By ) spider s to Fhone sreen LB fon o Josn'
oW a nar and between
friends who are holding a trick-o EIOng_? Why?

— |freat bag. Where should Emily stg
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SAMPLE PICTURES FOR NOVEMBER:

Nelly is ot the pumpkin patfch. B
She wants to pick the pumpkin that is
before the striped pumpkin and after the
tallest pumpkin. The pumpkin she picks has a
long stem. Which pumpkin does Nelly pick?

Clirk dhe $rbey by dben o sy

The answer is d. 26
What is the question?

! p
After you share your thoughts and ideas, click

the button 1o go back to the home screen

e Sh )

I LI burron :: Your thoughts e ee
Treate o short ond sily sTorS; ufglrg Tr‘:fmmgnd 25

i e the words first, next, H15

ot ) sfory. Orally share your

what did the
pumpkin say to
the Scarecrow?

last when felling your
story with friends!

apple is to cider
as
pumpkin is to

Last

OUght something
g wrote g
f€ 10 the chef Which bt ;&?g fkf;(;uro

harvest party?

©2017 Miss DeCarbo,ﬁ Inc.

(YOU make up the
punchline, or answe, \
this joke, and share ?tm T
with a friend!)

ts and ideas, click
you share your though ’ .
irfx‘:eguﬁuan to go nack to the home screen.

After
etr;u ﬁ)u share your thoughts and igegs cli
On 16 go back o the home scrc:nd




SAMPLE PICTURES FOR DECEMBER:

] ECICh

0se g Benji bought three ornaments. Then he 3_
. free 1o dropped one. Oops! The two ornaments he
ed oyt free with | |hos left have white paint on them. One has
on i 3 1€ free I it. The other has pink on it. One h
N it Appi, - CE W yellow on it. The other has pink on it. One has
1 ”’? Pickeq a+ @ yellow cap, and one has a gray cap.
't Undier | |Which ornoment did he drop?

. ifferences.

4 three diff 1

Fin N A2 = @ | How many words can you make ouf ©
the letters in this word:

. REINDEER

Study the facts. (Hint:
There is a pattern to
them!) Based on the

pattern, what number

Zeal)

Sr}?é)rfdbg;ecr I'm made of bright colors. 21 Which candle belongs in the last row?
. = 21|I'm a treat you can’t cook. & | i ——
\F?(Iﬁefvg:kcc I'm striped, I'm sweet, . ‘ b | j}
“{|and I'm shaped like a hook! African 291 | i
% Who gm 7 kzad = Gﬁce\ebmﬂ?;glﬁxre Trlosts {5
d African-American LA ~
3 ?Qr seven days and celebrates uny. P | &
m | community, family, and heritage:
l Why is your writnmmm
n important( -
Knock A : C — ) Talk about it with a friend.
y , WITOCR flaying Dreidel. Brif _
/70‘}5 7?’75/*@ A welve coins Eliana 1 nd ideas, click \
: : v our thoughts @
“Snow,” I Of the amount Briaf {7, o gocac o e e St
Snow. Then she spins and

Irst

o'oll> ¢
Two more. How many coins Al 5 et
does Eliana hove now? S 2

= &= o
6 7 8

Snow who” e

(YOU mate y .
10 this joke, P the punchiine

nline, or answer
and share it with g fricnd!)l

After you sh
Y are your thoughy
the button o go s ond Affer you share your stories, click the button

0 go back fo the home screen.

ideas, cfj
back 1o the home screep “
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SAMPLE PICTURES FOR JANUARY:

ears. Who am

Polar Bear we
Skating was ng
was hard 1o b
the ice and tri
fell fo the gro
by and helped

How does

Share your ideg:

3

glum | worri

The answer is seven fish. 4
What is the question?

Use the picture below to create your story preblem or question,
&)

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click #E,\i;
the button to go back to the home screen.

[Brri I's cold ?“TS& fny srile is wide Find three differences. ] II e a big ook
E\ n{rjzgd\f; :‘? play, 5ng, O7¢ I égggr C/Osegf 7 hSldeS and my
m s COV ave ere
Tm tharkful my headplece | mouth 1o Ve little o{vss d

I/TTIe

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click
fhe button to go back to the home screen.

How many words can you make out of
the letters in this word:

SNOWFLAKE

Tama
T lay €938, put
1 eqt fish, buf
\inat am 17

-

friends!

oTCUTE T SO ST,
below. Use the words fj
telling your story. Orq)

Iy Using the three pictureg

I'st, next, and last why
¥ shor‘e Your story wit

After you share
the button to g0

Your Thoughfs and

id !
back 1o the home 05, Cick

Click the moose button

SeT,
\ Why? Click the
foc’r TO check
your answer.

out 1 cannot fly.
oird, 1 am not a chicken.

T am not @ seagull

fhich snowfl Iake be10ngs in the Ias‘r row?

W'h|cn fact does NOT belong in the sef?

%

2 247 693

4+5

e 3t JE

_I2 4

screen,

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



objec’r )
to know,
Il cloout

(/

T'm holding an
And T want you
Tt feaches me A

"My smille is wide.

SAMPLE PICTURE

Create a story using the picfures be
the words first, next, then, and lost

your story. Orally share your story
Remember fo speak in complete sent]

First  Next  Then

Lin's game piece i

spaces behind Tony's

game piece. Sara

piece is three spaces

behind Lin's game

Tony is winning the game.
Whose game piece is red?

s four
's game

piece.

S FOR FEBRUARY

7

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click
| Jthe button 1o go back to the home screen

N

How many words can
you make out of the
letters in this word:

JENDSHIP
4

h

Tony

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click
the button to go back to the home screen.

\J

Use the platur

§ | After you share
the button 1o go

] TEUCT someone how fo brush
teethl Use the pictures and he

words 1o help you. Rememper
complete sentences|

—wnat is The

& pelow 10 create \

quesﬂon?

your story praklem or question.

o af

R | Arter you share your 1
4 e outton fo go bock
jine o

Your thoughts ond ideas, click
back to the home streen.

How many isﬁwor“rh?
hdhdh

q

d; Wg; ;he Secret word?
Y & /\ vid @ w
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SAMPLE PICTURES FOR MARCH:

e o [recire

e e e SO e Find five differences. 2/, o 5 B s 29

1 wonder which of T€3€ ¢ and wide F‘I TION ™€ followire > en spgp,

You have a smile ot Sff? hard fo hide. of the pim’;gep/crw s hhig,
urple that s on | : SOltion 4o, 1.~ SNOWs 1,
g:;c?re% foll osleep I bed{ is on your head’ Probiem,» Wh © Spider s © How many words can you make
Can 1 borrow the hat tha Ve out of the letters in this word:
-
- , After you share your thoughts and ideas, click@
Teach someone how to make a pizzal - fhe bution 10 go bock o the home screen —_—
P

Use the pictures and the transition

W

words to help you. Remember to sbeak in

complete sentences!

First  Next

After you share your thoughts a
the button to go back to the hon

What is the question?

Use the picture below to create your story problem or question

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click
the button to go back to the home screen.

The answer is 6.

20

=qte a short story uginq
tow. Use the words fi irst,
Hiling your STory.- Orally snare
iends. Rememper TO give your

First_

\e
the three pICTUres 23 S

next, and last when
your story with
story @ title!

pencil is to

o &

Which cupcake belongs in the last row?

& &

K]
)
K

)
I
|

©2018 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



o m—

e BL

O, ol Flutter SOt
shird time she had fal
Last week, she hd

. S {
me fell again. 1T wa
e ring her 7Y I©
4 hurt one of her wings, 9

as

\ @

ground is 10 pg

free isto |

carrots

oranges

The answer is 0.
What is the question?

Use the picture below to create your stery problem or question.

After you snare your thoughts and ideas,
the button 1o go back to the home screen.

255
I

How many words ca
out of the letters

Affer you share your thoughts

click

SLerae
P rigniaq

a s

tre

Click the button 1o check your

Us_e the code. Whaf s the sec

e

r T YITETT
I cannot swim, and I cannot fly
I swing from bran !
The weather s humid.
Th¢ weather is hot.
Whlch hobitat do T live in?

lick on Thje picture, and give it g

>
—

3

answe| jrainforest| desert |

ches, my, oh, myl

Teach someone N

words to help you. Ren‘ﬂem
in complete sentencest

irst
Al

shot!

ocean

wetlands

ber to speck

Then

Next
&l [~

o

ow fo plant Q_ﬂowerls
Use the pictures and fhe fransition

IUSED TOBE A TOILET PAPERTUBE. 4
BUTNOWIMA..?

How could you reuse a foilet
poper fube? Be creativel A

napkin ring is one idea. What
else can you think of?

SAMPLE PICTURES FOR APRIL:

Today is Earth Day! These children are
helping fake care of the earth. Which of
the following actions would YOU take to

take care of the earth and why? N4

_,'- > I Ik -
T <
After you share your thoughts and ideas, click
the button 1o go back o the home screen.




SAMPLE PICTURES FOR MAY:

rozen rancie = woke up lafe 4 broke @ plate.

her breakfast A
She burned p

meet her friend Kate.

o me
Sne ran 10 e PO e missed her ploydofe:

el
No one was Ther
Frozen Francie ronf a
3 Stor}pegeﬁ%rroage sbig €
0
Whatis IT )

How do you ko

ell,
started fo yell
o motion in The

story?

The answer is 5.
What is the question?

Use the picture below to create your story problem or question.

4

.III "“

F@,—-V,u

pool is To swim

as
fent is o
campground  pitch sleep

The Teffers in s worda:

After you share your thol
the button to go back fo

Llive in the ocean, |
protect myseif frop

What is the lightning bug saying? What is the |5
fly thinking? Create the dialogue and the
thoughts between these two insects. Be

creative and use complete senfences.

I =
that try to harm mel After you share your thoughts and ideas, click %
My poison can cause L€ button to go back o the home screen

lhas icing oh Top- \
. delicious o edt

U can eat it Tormorrow.

won't melt todoy!

's covered with sprin

' pcrf«,ct for breckfast.
What freat is

L Sweet is boking @ freat.

has no wrapper that you

es of ‘{3“‘?""" whie, CB

need to throw away.

d blue.
you love Trco‘(s 1007
Hrs Sweet baking?

To anything that comes neqr,
may look cute at first glance,

but T can blo
W Up to
o om I? 2 10 cause feqr!

o

lobster octopus

TS SCT7 Wﬂy( b”Ck
the lemon to check

Your answer.

puf| 94

Joy the Pineapple is standing in line.
She is standing after the frustrated
pineapple and before the surprised
pineapple. Joy is standing two
pineapples in front of her friend
Tart. Tart is really stressed out
because he just heard the words
“fruit salad”. Where is Joy standing?

2|°"Melon s to Sweet
as
0N is to
\
Ry T
fr uit . TQFT
©2018 Mis‘smISeC;r.bo, Inc.




IDEAS FOR USE

‘ morning circle
‘ before dismissal

pefore or after lunch

as an ‘exit” challenge each day
as a ‘wake-up” challenge each day

cenfers “A
‘ computer time

‘ Transitions

a warm-up or exit for small groups




ABOUT THIS RESOURCE

Thank you for choosing the Daily Dendrite Challenge! This is a fully digital and paperless
resource for primary critical thinkers. Our students are not born with the ability to think
critically. As educators, we must foster this type of thinking with the experiences, activities,
discussions, and instruction we provide to our students. This resource was designed as a fun
and engaging way for students to practice thinking creatively and critically. Furthermore,
problem-solving, persistence, and an ability To see situations from different viewpoints are
essential skills students need to develop.

The brain teasers provided in each month’s Daily Dendrite Challenge vary from day to day.
These teasers were created to help your students practice thinking critically, logically,
creatively, and “out-of-the-box!” At times, you, as the educator, may need to provide
assistance or facilitation in completing the brain teaser. You may also wish to provide a
“think-aloud” to help students comprehend or work their way through the brain feaser. How
much assistance you provide your students should be at your own discretion. The degree of
assistance provided by the feacher may depend upon the grade level, classroom, students,
goals, uses, time of the year, and individual needs.

Each month is designed around a theme, season, or holiday. In the future, additional

Dendrite Challenges that are more general and not seasonal may be created by the author.
However, at this time, the monthly resources are not editable or available for customization
unless in the event of a technical error by the author. Thank you for your understanding. We
hope you enjoy this critical thinking resourcel

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



WHAT YOU NEED

To use the slideshow file, you will need a device that has Microsoft PowerPoint installed. The
PDF file can also be used, as it contains clickable links. Sometimes, the text formatting can
appear to be “off” when the slideshow file is used on a Mac. If this should happen, simply
use the PDF file on your Mac device. The PDF file will work in the same way the slideshow
does. As with all digital resources, you will want to ensure your computer and your Adobe is
up-to-date.

Due to the digital nature of this resource, there is no worksheet or printable provided with
this resource. If you wish to have your students show their work or thinking, I recommend
having the students use individual whiteboards with a dry-erase marker. You could also have
the students record their thinking into journals, notebooks, or on blank paper. An example
of a brain teaser that you will want students to have workspace for is shown below. You can
see that there could be multiple, open-ended answers for this brain teaser.
[USED TO BE A SOCK. g9
BUTNOWI'MA..?

J How could you reuse a
sock? Be creativel A mitten
is one idea. What else can
you think of ?

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click '
the button o go back to the home screen.

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



DO YOU WANT TO TRY IT OUT FIRST?

On the next page, try out THREE daily dendrite challenges for FREE using this clickable PDF
preview file. Simply click on the pictures the arrows are pointing to. Are you ready to use
your brain and grow some dendrites?l Head fo the next page and let’s get started!

i _u

-~

F i

As you learn,
\ dendrites grow so
f° that neurons in
your brain can
make connections.
When you
~challenge your
brain by thinking
hard fo solve a
problem, you are
growing dendrites!

I

©./Iiss DeCarbo, Inc.



@ I

Mystery Lunch

Off to School

SEPTEMBER DAILY DENDRITE CHALLENGE
@3

NIy

Chalk Art

Word Play

Number Ninjas

Which One?

; N
- o
Giggles Galore | Say Cheese Chit Chat Baking Day

16 09 ‘ 20 Q 21
Apple Analogy Seek | Shape Teaser | Odd One Out
28

) 21

How I Feel

ll‘ﬂl’ SECRET

Secret Word

29

Shape Analogy

What Is It7

not okay to not try.

It's okay to not know, but it's

\ e

-
-~
- —
~
AN

Credits ¢ TOU
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|USED T0 BE A POPSICLE STICK. 6
BUTNOWIMA..?

How could you reuse @
oopsicle stick? Be creativel
A pointer for reading is

one idea. What else can
you think of 7

After you share your thoughts and ideas, click
the button to go back to tThe home screen.




Which addition fact
does not belong |
this set? Why? Cl
the apple to check

your answer.

3

o

S+3




Click the picture below to go back fo
today’s daily dendrite challenge.




You are correct!

/+2 is the only fact that does not
have a sum of 3. /+2=Y

Way to gol You used your brain power!
Click the picture below to go to the home screen.




29

circle is to steering wheel
as
square Is o

window



Click the picture below to go back fo
today’s daily dendrite challenge.




You are correct!

Way to gol You used your brain power!
Click the picture below to go to the home screen.




CLIP ART & FONT CREDITS:

This resource would not be made possible without the wonderful clip art and font artists
featured below. Visit an artist’s shop by clicking on his or her logo below.

Official member of the

et B e [ H
- kA ;-.'
& )
x bl
Iy 4 2
E =
5 b b o
w ik =
£
M - & 3
"o = . B W i

€ KRISTA WALLDEN o

EXTENDED LICENSE #10170

Click here to read
Stock photography: www.shutterstock.com additional information

for the teacher.

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserve
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Darcy-Baldwin-Fonts
http://www.shutterstock.com/

> THANK YOU

for choosing a Miss DeCarbd educational resource

) CONNECT WITH ME
) TERMS OF USE:

Licensing Terms: This download includes a license for one educator only for personal use in his or her
classroom. Licenses are non-fransferable, meaning they cannot be passed on from one teacher fo
another. If you want to use this as a grade level, share it with a colleague, or use it with a school or
district, the proper number of additional licenses must be purchased. You can purchase additional licenses
at a discount in your My Purchases page when you are logged into your Teachers Pay Teachers account.
If you are a coach, administrator, or curriculum director interested in fransferable licenses to
accommodate yearly staff changes, contact me for a quote at christina@missdecarbo.com.

Copyright Terms: £very page of this document is copyrighted. This resource may not be uploaded to
the internet in any form, including classroom/personal websites or blogs, and district or shared
servers that those who did not purchase an additional license could access. Uploading the file to
the internet is a direct violation of copyright.


mailto:christina@missdecarbo.com
mailto:missdecarbo@gmail.com
http://www.pinterest.com/missdecarbo
http://www.instagram.com/missdecarbo
http://www.facebook.com/missdecarbo
http://www.twitter.com/missdecarbo
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