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At-A-Glance Weekly Guide An original passage and a

and Weekly Teacher Word  read-aloud story with detailed

Guide for easy planning and teacher language and
feacher instruction discussions

| ~adore

o0 AMY?

Focus word cords synonym and anfonym word cards, oral
discussion cards, anchor chart cards, an optional assessment

piece, draw and respond application activity, label the
photograph printable, digital book, printable book, and MORE!
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DIGITAL BOOKS FOR PC & MAC

with Tfeacher discussion questions

All About Tigers

Written by Miss DeCarbo

Set 2: Week 7

The weekly digital booklet can be projected onto a screen for the
entire class to see. It is read by the teacher and includes discussion
questions and suggested teaching points. Digital booklets can be
opened on any computer that has Microsoft PowerPoint installed.

Miss Tiff’s “‘What do you want fo
kindergarteners are  fknow about tigers?”
learning about tigers. |Miss Tiff asks. ‘I

They are writing a wonder where they
report about them.  Jlive?” asks Ned. :

=




PRINTABLE VERSIONS OF THE READ-
ALOUD BOOKLETS ARE INCLUDED!

wbo, Inc

LCed, transmitted
fal system in any
om the author

Miss Tiff’s The pictures help
kindergarteners are  fthem describe what
[earning about tigers. ftigers look like. Miss

They are writing @ Tiff’s class loves to i
report about them.  Jlearn about animals! sl

PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR WEEKLY READ-ALOUD BOUKI. éTS

If you choose not to use the digital read-aloud story for Lesson 2 this week, I have included printable
versions for your convenience. A color version and black ¢ white version is included in this file.

Written by Miss DeCarbo

. Type in the page numbers you wish o
print. If you would like to print the color ...

version of the booklet, you will print e s o €
pages 2-S. If you wish fo print the black == " *
¢ white version, print pages 6-9. Pro i commensatems
2. Select ‘Fit” so that the booklet fills as  *weomen
much of the page as possible when it B oy ey
prints. Sometimes, this option may read, e~ st

“Scale to Fit Paper™ on your printing
option screen.

3. Select "Print on both sides of paper.”

4. Select *Flip on short edge.”
5. Print the booklet, — -

6. Fold the printed pages and staple along
the left side.

COLOR & INK-FRIENDLY VERSIONS ... .



EACH WEEK FOLLOWS A
CONSISTENT ROUTINE

Create an anchor chart with your students that
displays this week's words and definitions.

_ LESSONJ; | P

AINAROAUCAAON : : :

Share the introduction story with your students,

and complete Lesson |.

Read the digital (or printable) booklet for the
LESSON 2: week, and use the discussion questions to guide
Awwd v, | your conversation with students.

The students will complete this week’s mini book.

Add this week’s synonyms and antonyms to your

LESSON 3: anchor chart.
AN Complete the synonym and antonym activity of
your choice.

LE)E)SQELOEL% Choose an activity from the word play menu.

Students will complete one of the following

independent activities:

« I Can Draw a Story” journal entry
LESSONS: |« ‘Finish the Sentence” activity

opplicotion | The students will apply this week’s words to

their everyday lives. (The teacher could also

choose an activity off of the alternative options

list instead.)

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



MASTER LESSON PLANS FOR

YOUR WEEKLY ROUTINE

SN | ESSONPLAN INTRODUCTION STORY g LESSON PLAN 2. WHOLE-GROUP READ-ALOUE
INTRODUCTION STORY TIME I AB 300
Hu‘renuls Set Up: Wrife the week's infroduction sfory on sentence sfrips, and Materials: Set Up: Story time can take ploce in ¢ whole-group or a small-
pocket chart place them in a pocket chart for the whole group to see. You can +  digital bockler for | group setting. I prefer 1o complete this lesson in a whole-group
+  sentence strips also write them largely on an anchor chart. Drow a blank (___) on this week OR a setting so that the entire class can hear and participate in the
= chart paper your sentence strips, just as it is shown on the story printcole. Place printciole copy same discussion about the story and our weekly words,
«  marker the word cards in a row coove or below the pocket chart story. Flip (color or black ou e L ] R
«  vord cards the cards over so that students cannot see them yet. Mix up the and white) If you o “n;’gd"ﬁf: ?::Eltlb?me'r' ?penjLD Tr':: ﬂ‘? Tfokjffe fw;zel:
. infroduction story | order of the word cords. If you would prefer pot to use @ pocket - student copies of | YO GE;D']( congl e ‘f‘_f‘i?c'letg'&? r'” 1 ﬁi‘? o ~'tu°r_ ﬂ;‘;
for Lesson | chart or an anchor chart, place the infroduction story printable fhis weex s min hzwfl oo L;;' P (:%ec? ti “T‘gk" Wh eI on ";TRU “h
under a document camera, or display it on a screen, If you're bock (optional) bo;ktl‘r Lﬁ'a i one rﬁaln n ('mdg;\pfcdoﬁ%n - (ff © a
rojecting the story on a screen, cover up the foous words with = Crayons W aomane Iy open Lp recay for Lse. 11 you ore
Efigt\:mng% potlet, both eolor and black and white printable
€ " bk's booklets are available.
':[ have a story that 1 want to share wi dﬂ,ﬂ%ﬁﬂm lESSUH PI-A" 3 . SYHDHYHS & d chart (anchor chart) that you mode with the
T'm going to need your help to find som ANTONYMS reference when needed.

Do NOT read the word cards yet. First,
“blank” whenever there is an empty spa
again, Ast the students, Does anyone ki | .
This exercise helps students drow from

already know. The exercise also exposes
otherwise thought of, used, or shared,

It also dllows them to put these nown
as they can thirk of that make sense in
routine with the remaining sentences in

CONNECTIONS

Materials:

weekly word chart that

includes the week's focus

words and kid-friendly

definitions

«  pocket chart

«  synorym and artonym
word cards for the week

Set Up: This lesson can be completed in a whole-group setting
or a small-group setting. You will be adding syncnyms and
antonyms to your weekly word chart (anchor chart) for the
week, 50 you will want to have it nearby. A pocket chart is
needed if you choose to complete the word sort activity. Cut
out (laminate if you wish) this week's synonym and antorym
word cards.

lo share with you foday! It is a different story
help us learn even more about our new words
very carefully and very dosely because we
in the book and sharing our thoughts.”

review and discuss the vocabulary and what is
may need to reteach what the vocabulary
you created for the week with your students.)
hcher discussion questions page that will help

Now, flp cach word card oer (or reme] | = markers about the book. Use this scripted teacher

KAk e Teer vl g o G (1 10 950s T vrcs il T
WORD PLAY NPLAN: WORDFLAT S 5 sponym ond aronym st s _|f5 8 7 1P, vt n nprehnon

Materials: Set Up: Every week for Lesson 4, you will choose an activity off of L | : PLAN : UKAW F URY UK

?:sc S.OTL?IIFES*\:U this | word play menu on poge 49, These also make excellent review acti MIP”[:A‘"U" NICH

depending on the word
play activity you choose
to use for the week.
Each word play activity
has a full sheet of

You can choose to work your way through all three activities over
next eight weeks and then repeat them, or complete the same ac
for two or three weeks in a row. Lse as many of them or as few
them as you would like. The cheice is yours! These word play activiti
are also wonderful fo use as additional or supplemental vocabular]
activities if you want to mix up your weekly routine or add more

l“meﬁols

student copies of
the week's “I Can
Draw a Story™ OR
the “Finish the
Sentence” printable

Set Up: This lesson is completed independently by the students (with
guidance from the teacher). You will wont to ensure that your weekly
word chart (anchor chart) is avaiiable for you and your students to refer
fo if needed For TCdeIS activity, you will choose one of two wrnm%
opplication activities. Choose o have your students complete the I Can
Draw a Story” pr|n1cble or the “Finish the Sentence” activity. Pass out a

directions, The materials
for each activity can be
found on those poages.

activities to it. These word play activities would also maoke fantastig
vocabulary activities that you can complete within @ small group in
order to challenge, differentiate, or provide extra practice.

Boys and girls, today is word play activity dayl I'm so excited to have some fun with the
words we've been learming this week.”

You will then choose a word play activity from the included word play menu. The word pla
activity options for Set 2 include the following activities:

- Word Wondering
+  Word Artist

+ Word Sing-Along
+ Word Theater

+ Word Ghat

+  Word Chant

Each word play activity has its own designated instruction/lesson plan page. I have typed
the directions, set-up, and materials you will need for each activity. Read through the act
of your choice, and complete it with your students.

Important: The word play activities are designed fo promote creativity and critical thinking
a result, it's important to include as many synonyms and anfonyms as you can within each
the word play activities you complete with your students. Simply teaching our students onl
three focus words will limit their vocabulary acquisition. This resource is set up to be as

expansive as you make it. The activities and lesson plans can accommodate more than they
three focus words and even more than the number of synonym and antonyms T've listed

weekly teacher word guides. Feel free fo expose your students to as many synonyms and
antonyms as you'd like, and encourage them to use those words during the word play act
Your students do not need to be able to read or spell the vocabulary words independent]
That is not the goal of this resource. The goal is for our students to see, hear, understarn
and use as many new Tier 2 words as they can acquire, They will use these words within 1
everyday lives, apply them to new situations, experiences, and scenarios, and be able to

comprehend and apply them as they become more capable, independent readers and wri

If you have extra time throughout the week, feel free to choose any of the word play ac
to add to your daily schedule, revisit, and repeat! Have fun playing with words! o070

+  penxils and crayons
« anchor chart for
this week's words

the instructions below

copy of the printable you choose for this week to each student, Follow
for the activity you choose for the week

|CANDRAW A STORY

FINISH THE SENTENCE

Read the story prompt to the students, Each
week's story poge will have a question for the
students to ponder or a prompt that asks them
to think abour the words in relation to their own
lives. The students are writing and sharing their
ideas, stories, and connections through
illustrations they create. Students who can orally
tell stories through their illustrations are
developing essential beginning writing stills, oral
language abilities, sequential and logical thinking
skills, and an understanding of plots and events.
This “T Can Draw a Story™ activity puts the
vooabulary in context for the students, makes it
meaningful, and allows them to demonsirate
their understanding of the words in their own
unigque ways. Optional: Have students share their
stories with friends or the class

*You will draw a picture to tell your story. Be
very detailed in your picture. That means to
draw as much as you can in order 1o tell us

For this writing application activity, you will
want 1o read the first sentence aloud to the
students and provide time for them to
complete their picture. This Finish the
Sentence” activity encourages students to
apply the week's focus words to their own
everyday lives. Each student’s answer (or
picture) will likely be different based on
indvidual life experiences and the student’s
own understanding and ownership of the
word. For each sentence, your students will
draw their thinking in order to complete the
sertence/thought. For example, in the
sentence sfarter, ‘T am frightened when..”, @
child might draw a picture of a thunderstorm.
The student is showing undersianding of the
word frightened by communicating that a
thunderstorm is something that scares him or
her! T highly encourage you to have your
students read their sentences out loud in

what happened in your story. order to focus on oral language skills and
practice speaking in complete sentences,
DIFFERENTIATION OPTIONS DIFFERENTIATION OPTIONS

You'll notice that at the bottom of each "I Can
Draw a Story” printable, there are the three
focus words for the week. Depending on the time
of the year, your students’ ability levels, and
your own goals for the lesson, you can
encourage the students to lobel their pictures
with the week's focus words. You could also have
the students cut out and glue the words onto
their story illustrations in order to label them.

You certainty CAN have your students scund cut
and write the remainder of each sentence if
they are ready for this. The activity is set up for
llustrations in case students are not at this
level of writing af this point in the school year.
We want students to focus on the word's
meanings and connections. (A differentiated
writing template will be included in o future set)

©2017 Mins DeCaebe, bne
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LESSON I: INTRODUCTION

Share the introduction story, and
teach new words within context.

.L{nrur-_;,t.w:.r.

"ESS‘EEU\ES\U\ Question®

. & Teachel Dis gy
YT OF"‘:r"l\:xoeia'_n;rcﬁf—“"“D :

ays WEEKA

estin
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LESSON 2: STORY TIME
Read the digital booklet aloud,

and complete the mini book.

Tanisha is helping
Roxy learn how to
play the triangle. I can do thisl”

Tanisha is so kindl ] says.
[ feel annoyed when my friends
do not share I keep my table nice and tidy

Printable books
are included, tool

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



LESSON 3: CONNECTIONS

Share, discuss, and sort
synonyms and anfonyms.

Teachers may
choose to apply
each week's
synonyms and
anfonyms to the
infroduction story,

| adore love |  admire despise/  dislike ool

SR SYNONYMS 22 ANTONYMS

bright clever| intelligent foolish

N
\)

sure —

confident sure bold doubtful |timid

¥ clever

U VO‘CE)O,_
worked hord on " Hhe
TR T E——

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



LESSON 4: WORD PLAY

hoose d hands—on activity to
practice using the week's words.

SET 2 WORD PLAY MENU

NAME OF ACTIVITY

Word Wonderings
(Critical Thinking and Oral Language Game) 5 u
Students provide clues in order to get the “word
wonderer” to quess the secret word.

Word Artist
The word artist illustrates a word and tries to get the 52
group, class, or partner to guess the word before

the timer runs out.

Word Sing-Along
Use the song to practice synomyms connected to the 5 4
fiocus words.

Word Theater
(Drametic Piay Word Play Activity) 57

lse popsicle stick characters 1o act out a story using
the words.

VWord Chat
(Oral Discussicn Word Play Activity)
Use the word picture cards for an oral language
disgussion activity

e Dy

C




LESSON 5: APPLICATION

The students will apply the words
to their lives by drawing stories
~or finishing the sentences.

. JeaxorawasToRY 1 | ots of options and
el e additional activities
are included!
Students can also
qotre’ | use illustrations to
— N finish the sentence
| and apply the words
in context.

NS
Students can
cut, glue, and

label their
pictures with
each week's
focus words.




OPTIONAL WORD SKETCH
ASSESSMENTS ARE INCLUDED

icture 10 ghow WNQT CTewes

Directions: Draw @ P

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



ALTERNATIVE & ADDITIONAL
ACTIVITIES

This resource can be as flexible or as guided as you would like! Feel free to
mix things up a bit during the week by swapping out a weekly lesson plan for
any of the following activities, or use any of the following ideas as additional
vocabulary activities to enhance your instruction or routine for the week.

Name of Activity Ideas for Use

This oral language/class discussion
activity encourages critical thinking and

Oral Discussion Word fits nicely info Lesson 3 as a follow-up
Chat ACTNlTV activity, in exchange for the activity in

Lesson 4, or as an additional activity to
your week.

This is a great follow-up fo the “Word
Chat” activity. It can also be easily used
I_(]bEl The PhoTogr(]ph as an independent application activity in

exchange for the "I Can Draw a Story”
printable.

Have students illustrate the vocabulary
cards for the week and paste them into
VOC(]bUl(]ry NOTEbOOk personal vocabulary notebooks. Students

can write synonyms and antonyms beside
each word card in their notebooks.

If you do not use the ‘Finish the

. Sentence” activity on Day S, this makes
FlﬂlSh The SenTence an excellent additional acftivity, review
activity, or small-group follow-up.

The quick sketch page was designed to
be used as an optional, end-of-the-week

; assessment. However, this page can also
QUICk SkeTCh be used as an additional activity for the
week or in exchange for one of the
lesson plan activities.

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



KINDERGARTEN WORD LIST: SET 2

problem sprint
: L
b young E fear
= =
frightened deliver
nibble gentle
N (=
E feast E relox
= =
fancy glad
annoy CUrious
D =~
E tidy E wonder
= =
qather describe
adore peace
<r o
E oright E surprised
= =
confident frost




Koih ORALN
SET 2: WEEK 4

THEME

AT-A-GLANCE WEEKLY GUIDE

Give a Compliment

FOCUS
WORDS

adore

oright

confident

. LESSON|;
JhARoAUCEL D

Complete “Lesson Plan |- Infroduction Story” using this week’s
words. Use the discussion questions to quide your

conversafion. Create a chart with your students that displays
this week s focus words and their kid-friendly definitigns. (Use

LESSON 2:

synonyms and antonyms for this week's
r class anchor chart. If extra time allows,
plete an additional activity or this week’s mini book if you
didnt complete it yesterday.

LESSON 4-
mora pmud

Choose a word play activity from the word play menu. Follow
the directions for the activity you choose. Use this week’s
focus words and/or synonyms and anfonyms.

LESSON 5:
olppwwbum

Complete this week's I Can Draw a Story” page OR the
‘Finish the Sentence” page. Follow the directions on the
printable. (You could also choose an alternative activity such
as ‘Label the Photograph” or a word play activity.)

QUICK CHECK:
oRA. HKLACh

(Optional) Complete the quick sketch printable at the end of
the week. Use it to assess the students’ understanding of
each word, or simply use the “Quick Check™ as an alternative
(or additional) vocabulary activity throughout the week.

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.
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SET 2: WEEK 4

THIS WEEK'S TEACHER WORD GUIDE

ADORE

definition

(v.) to love someone or something very
much

example sentence

Gilbert adores his little sister.

synonyms

love, admire, cherish

anftonyms

dislike, despise

BRIGHT

definition

(adj.) smart

example sentence

. giving off or having a lot of light
Mom turned on the bright lamp. (adj.)
cheerful He had a bright smile on his face.

CONFIDENT

definition

(adj.) believing you can do something well or
succeed at something

example sentence

The class was confident they would win the
fug-of-war contest.

synonyms

bold, sure

antonyms

doubtful, uncertain, unsure, timid

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



pradig sl £SO 1. INTRODUCTION STORY

adore
bright
confident

[POCKET CHART

Nikko was
he w
fO
student™ | just
your volcano, Nikko. I can

ell you worked hard on if,”
he judge said. Nikko wonl

I

I

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



s LESSON I: INTRODUCTION STORY
SET 2: WEEK ANSWER SHEET

[POCKET CHART

adore

bright

confident

Nikko was confide

ﬁ-

N

.

I

fo
studen®
your volcano, Nikko. I can

hat

.l.

Just

adore

ell you worked r

he judge said. Nikko wonl

ard on it.”
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cirossgorn | LESSONE
SET 2- WEEK 4 Optional Teacher Discussion Questions

for Introduction Story

Directions: If you wish, use the following suggested questions and
prompts to guide your students through a discussion about this week's
infroduction story. These questions and prompts will help them better
comprehend the story and allow them to think about and apply this
week's focus words to their everyday lives. Suggested teacher language
and dialogue s italicized.

Confident means to believe you can do something well or succeed at
something. What was Niko confident about in the story? (AnswegglNikko
was confident that he would win the science folrl) IN-"Q Yoo vl
when 1 teach kids. Teaching is somefh/ng "y (You
can replace this example with anyexcgil¢ ‘
something you feel very cai "4 % |

y OF ST /57
c WQ s = oahageln

What word doe W /se 10
(Answe ‘

looking ___( ‘ iT cumber of students
you have \ an ar@®n so clever. Do you know
anyone €l four life who is a bright, or smart,
person? (A

lhe word bright can also mean having or giving off a lot of light. A lamp
can be bright because it gives off light. A lamp cannot be smart, right 7/
(Your students will probably giggle at thisl) Let s play a word game. If T
list something that means bright, as in smart, I want you fo point fo
your brain. If I list something that means bright, as in giving off a lot
of light, 1 want you to point to the ceiling light (List the following: a
scientist, a flashlight, a campfire, a teacher, a student, the sun, a
doctor)

In the story, what did the judge adore? (Answer: Nikko's volcano) Adore
means 1o love. Jhe juage loved Niko s volcano project! What is something
you aaore? (Answers will vary.)

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



s LESSON I: INTRODUCTION STORY
SET 2: WEEK 4 FOCUS WORD CARDS

Cut out the following focus word cards to use with your pocket
chart story for the week.

confident

y



Klhdaegorten PICTURE CARD TO USE ON THIS
SET 2: WEEK 4 WEEK'S WORD CHART

Optional: You may wish to cut out and display the following picture card that
matches this week’'s theme for your vocabulory anchor chart, if you choose to
make one. Simply print in color or black and white, and cut out the card you need.

GIVE A CUMPI.IMENT

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



The Music Concert

LESSON 2:

M’“M%W Optional Teacher Discussion
SET 2: WEEK 4 Questions for Week 4
Read-Aloud Booklet

Directions: If you wish, use the following suggested questions and
prompts to guide your students through a discussion dbout this week's
read-aloud booklet. These questions and prompts will help students apply
this week’s words to their everyday lives and think through how the words
are used in different scenarios and situations. Suggested teacher
language and dialogue s italicized.

w, s

\

)

On page 2, aoes the word bright mean smart and S/l

word bright mean giving off a lot of light Z& s 9 \ GE
The word bright on this page megas s U \guE 0,
which is a clever thing togg 3 8 D selol [ s Off
light such as o Ig# the \

| What R % e X, = \l phe 'Was learning
how fo [ W00 KON/ o ¥I0ying the Triangle
after Io g v o T SYE confident about playing the

triangle.) OpLoA N/ NPEONfident Is o be doubtful. We are
doubtful wh we ar@Worried that we cannot do something very well. 1
used fo dotPthat 1 could run in a long race. Then 1 practiced really
hard and got better at it. Now I am a confident runner! Have you ever
been aoubtful about something, but worked really hard fo feel confiagent

at it7 (Answers will vary.)

What does IMr. Bell adore in the book” (Answer: He adores music and his
students.) Yes/ Adore means to love someone or something. Mr. Bell loves
music and feaching his stuaents.

Let’s play a word game. If I list something you adore, you say, 1 love
that!” If I list something you do not adore, don't say anything. (List the
following: toys, recess, spiders, broccoli, chocolate, eating fish, games,
your family, being sick with the flu, breaking your pencil, and your friends.)

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.
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I adore my family. My teacher is kind and bright!



Kl,houﬂ%m/h
SET 2: WEEK 4
adore

SYNONYM & ANTONYM CARDS

Cut out the synonym and anftonym word cards
fo use with your pocket chart story.

love

~OE S

dislike

i

despise



Kl,houﬂ%m/h

SET 2: WEEK 4 SYNONYM & ANTONYM CARDS

This word has three synonyms and one antonym this week.

bright

Cut out the synonym and anftonym word cards
fo use with your pocket chart story.

foolish

©2017 Miss DeCarbo. Inc.



KMM%W
SET 2: WEEK 4
confident

SYNONYM & ANTONYM CARDS

Cut out the synonym and anftonym word cards
fo use with your pocket chart story.




Name:

| CAN DRAW A STORY

Directions: Think about someone you adore who is very bright.
Draw a picture of this person and what makes him or her special.
If you can, label your picture with some of this week's words.

“_\\\‘.\“

confident

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



FINISH THE SENTENCE

Directions: Listen carefully to your teacher as he
or she reads each sentence. Finish each sentence
by drawing a picture to share your thinking.

I adore my

T L0

I am confident that I will

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



Name:

WEEKLY WORD SKETCH

Directions: Draw a picture to show what each word means to you.

Ei r—'ﬁ@ﬁ,ﬁeﬁgff 7 S m—— Kﬂ/?r_;;

[ !'ﬁ

B\ 1A \\“

CE. YWOR. _XE1CH
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PICTURE CARDS FOR WORD CHAT
WORD PLAY ACTIVITY

Optional/Supplemental Activity: The following picture cards can be used with the class as
an optional, additional, or supplemental word play activity throughout the week. Cut out
the cards, and display them on an anchor chart or in your pocket chart. These picture
cards can be used with your word cards. Students will engage in a discussion as a whole
class, partners, or in small groups about which of this week’s words can be used to
label each picture. An answer sheet is intentionally not included because we want
students to form their own conclusions, opinions, and justifications about which picture
best matches the meaning of each word. In many cases, there is no “right” or “wrong’
answer, as long as the students can justify their reasoning through their oral
explanations. You can also have students assign the synonym and antonym cagds to each

center!

9J0po

1yblug

1U3PIJUOD
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WHAT WORD AM?

adore  bright  confident
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Name:

LABEL THE PHOTOGRAPH

Directions: Cut out the words at the bottom of the page. Glue each
word beside the picture that you think best shows the meaning of
the word. Be ready to share why you made each choicel

NC
LgH

©2017 Miss DeCarbo. Inc.
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VOCABULARY CARDS WEEKS | & 2

problem young

something that is difficult § an animal that was just
to deal with or solve born or hatchad

\ t

nibble

aid fto chew with small bites

feast fancy

a special meal with large . .
amounts of food and drink | °T Plain or ordinary




RATIONALE AND RESEARCH

Why was this resource created?

As primary teachers, we know the importance of vocabulary instruction for our

beginning readers. It is no surprise that research fells us there is a direct correlation

between vocabulary instruction and our students’ reading comprehension skills

(Anderson and Nagy, 991). In fact, the following research studies show us how vital

vocabulary instruction is within our classrooms:

«  Ina study by Cunningham and Stanovich (I997), the vocabulary skills of first-grade
students predicted their reading achievement in their junior year of high school.

« A study by Hart ¢ Risley in 1995 found that by the age of 3, many low SES children
already displayed a large gap in vocabulary compared to peers of higher SES.

- Three years later, we learned that this gap in vocabulary was directly related to
reading and comprehension success (Snow, [998).

We want students to acquire new vocabulary words through the authentic books they
read, the books we read to them, and through the rich and robust conversations they
have with others. Using picture books that contain rich vocabulary was not a struggle
for me as a primary teacher, but finding additional vocabulary activities, resources,
and hands-on engagement for vocabulary was often difficult. The leveled books our
students read at the small-group table are often not packed with the amount of Tier
2 vocabulary words we hope to expose students to on a weekly basis. As a primary
teacher myself, I craved an effective, simple weekly routine that would immerse my
students in important Tier 2 vocabulary instruction that they could relate to their
everyday lives.

Even more important than a desire for a weekly routine is the need for vocabulary
instruction to be embedded in context and not in isolation. Teaching vocabulary words
in isolation is not best practice, is not highly supported in educational research, and is
not brain-based instruction. When students learn words in isolation, they often fail to
remember those words and definitions, and the words are meaningless to their lives.
Within this resource, the vocabulary words are always first infroduced within the
context of a short, kid-friendly passage. Students will make word predictions with this
passage and then put the week's new words info the text based on meaning and
comprehension. In addition, each week also has an additional book that focuses on the
week's words. This booklet is read aloud by the teacher, and the story is different
from the initial infroduction passage. As a result, the students are reading, seeing,
hearing, and discussing the vocabulary words in multiple ways through various
scenarios, situations, and examples. We also know that students will retain their
understanding of new words when they can use the words and apply them to their real
lives. We are proud fo share that each week’s materials and lessons provide students
with ample opportunities to do just thatl

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



RATIONALE AND RESEARCH

What kind of words does this vocabulary resource focus on?
Vocabulary words, for instructional purposes, can be divided up into three
categories: Tier | words, Tier 2 words, and Tier 3 words.

Tier | words consist of commonly-known words. These are words that our students
likely learn from their everyday experiences. Your students will most likely already
know Tier | words. Examples of Tier | words consist of words such as Aouse, dog,
lomp, phone, and gople.

Tier 2 words are high-frequency words that often have multiple meanings and are
seen across several content areas. These general academic words are often seen
in descriptive language. Tier 2 words are the words students have the most
difficulty with. They are also the words that are widely misinterpreted when reading
text. Examples of Tier 2 words consist of words such as predict, performed, timid,
and conrent.

Tier 3 words are low-frequency words and are very domain-specific. They are
generally specific to a particular concept. These are words that students will most
likely not use outside of their academic courses or careers and include words such
as photosynthesis, peninsuia, economics.

Ihis resource focuses strictly on Tier 2 words. Building one s understanding of ier 2
words is the fastest way fo close vocabulary gaps in Struggling stuaents, because
they are the words most wigely used and misunaerstood.

If I use this resource, is this the only vocabulary instruction and words my students
will need to learn?

It is important to understand that going through the activities and lessons in this
vocabulary resource will NOT result in your students knowing all of the vocabulary
words they will need fo know this school year. This resource is designed to be an
important part of your overall vocabulary instruction and help you feel assured that
you are explicitly tfeaching vocabulary and integrating it info your instruction on a
daily and weekly basis. Just like you always have, you will confinue to teach your
students many more words every week through the books you read to them, the
confent you teach, the small-group lessons you instruct, and the conversations you
have. This resource provides you with the fools you need fo teach vocabulary,
strategies, a routine, word play activities that can be used over and over again,
and engaging discussions that will lead to additional vocabulary word exposure and
rich conversations.
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RATIONALE AND RESEARCH

Why are there only three weekly focus words? Is that enough?

Since our goal as teachers should be to expose our students to as many
meaningful vocabulary words as we can, understanding synonyms and antonyms is
an important part of vocabulary instruction. The resource is set up to contain
three “focus words” each week, but those are not the only words they will learn
and be exposed tol Throughout the week, you will share synonyms and antonyms for
each of the week’s focus words with your students. You should use the synonyms
inferchangeably, and the students will engage with these synonyms and antonyms
throughout the week within their word play and application activities. Therefore,
your students will be constantly making connections and associations between
words for each of the week’s focus words. For instance, if a student hears and is
exposed to two synonyms and two anfonyms for each focus word, we've now
exposed the student to fifteen words for the week, rather than just three focus
words!

I don't know if I can fit “one more thing” into my daily schedule. How long will the
daily lessons take? Is the routine flexible?

It can often feel like we are trying to “fit it all in” throughout our school day. The
weekly routine and program is set up to be dble to be as flexible or as rigid as you
would like. There are S lessons per week, but you can certainly complete all of them
each week, or you may pick and choose two or three that you like best. The
flexibility is one of the greatest beauties of this resourcel I've also set it up in a
simple way that allows you to swap different activities in and out if you want to mix
things up and do something “different” from week to week. So for example, instead
of completing the writing application activity for Lesson S one week, you may
choose to toss that and complete a different word play activity instead. Or, you
may have a three day week at school, and choose to just do the first two lessons
for that week. You'll still be exposing your students to new vocabulary in a
meaningful, content-rich way, even if you do not complete all five lessons
throughout the week. It's a win-win for both teachers and students alikel

The activities and lessons can generally be completed in about 20 minutes.

However, once again, you can extend your discussions and activities or you can
complete the lessons quickly in just IS minutes a day, if you wish.
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RATIONALE AND RESEARCH

Is this a ‘no-prep” or ‘just-print” vocabulary resource?

Even though everything has been created for you in an effort to make this
intentional vocabulary time as easy and stress-free as possible, this is not a ‘just-
print” or “no-prep” resource. Why? As a teacher and a curriculum author, I do not
believe that such an important concept as vocabulary can possibly be given the
credit it deserves in a ‘just-print” format. Each week, I suggest reading through
the short infroduction passage, read-aloud booklet, and teacher suggested
discussion questions so that you can be prepared to discuss the concepts,
scenarios, and comprehension material with your students. I also suggest
previewing the weekly focus words and taking a look at the synonyms, antonyms,
definitions, and example sentences. You may even want to come up with additional
examples of your own to meet the individual background needs of your students. In
addition o previewing the material, there will be vocabulary cards and some
supplemental material to cut out and laminate (if you wish). Personally, I like o
present the introduction stories for Lesson | in a pocket chart with pocket chart
sentence strips. If this is something you wish to do it will require just a few minutes
of prep time at the beginning of the week. The weekly anchor chart that you create
with your students can be completed with them during Lesson | and will not take
more than a few minutes.

I have other word lists my district requires me to teach. Can you add these words,
or can I use the lessons with my own word lists?

The specific design of this resource was created for grades K-2. In each grade
level, the word lists are entirely different so that students can complete the
curriculum from kindergarten to second grade and not have any repeated words
from week to week. I have chosen Tier 2 words that are important for your
students to know and words they will commonly use, hear, see, and read
throughout their entire lives. Due to the fime it took fo coordinate these weekly
word lists across three grade levels, I will not be adding custom word lists or
editable features to the resource at this time. However, if your district requires
additional vocabulary words, the basic strategies, concepts, and acftivities can be
used with your other words. For example, with a little creativity, you could certainly
use most of the word play menu activities with other word lists from your
classroom!

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



RESEARCH CITATIONS

Ihe following Is a list of articles, books, and journals that I used in my own research
about vocabulary over the past several years. Im including these citations for your
convenience if you would like to read more abourt vocabulary instruction and what was
read while writing Tis curriculum.

Cunningham, A. E., ¢ Stanovich, K. E. (I99/). Early reading acquisition
and its relation to reading experience and ability 10 years
later. Developmental Fsychology, 336), 934-43.

Beck, 1. L. (2013). Bringing Words to Life, Second Edition: Robust
Vocabulary Instruction. Guilford Publications, Incorporated.

Hart, B., € Risley, T. R. (I995). Meaningful differences: everyday
parenting and intellectual aevelopment in young American children.
Battimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes.

Kindle, K. J. (2008). feaching vocabulary In the K-2 classroom: easy
strategies for intusing vocabulary learning info morning meerings,
fransitions, centers, and more. New York: Scholastic

Nagy, W. E., ¢ Anderson, R. C. (I984). How Many Words Are There in
Printed School English? Aeading Research Quarterly, /43), 304.

Snow, C. E., Burns, M. ., ¢ Griffin, P. (1998). Areventing reading

difficulties in young children. Washington, DG: National Academy
Press.
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) THANK YOU

for choosing a Miss DeCarbo educational resource.

| L
This download is for one personal classroom use only.
Ihis means that this license is good for only one
feacher. If you want to use this as a grade level, or
share it with a colleague, an additional license for
each educator using the resource is required. You can
purchase additional licenses at a discount in your My
Purchases page when you are logged info your
Teachers Pay Teachers account.

Every page is copyrighted. Duplication, or sharing with
ofher classrooms, co-workers, an entire school system,
or posting this on any website or blog violates
copyright. This includes district and shared servers. You
do not have the right to post this file on your blog,
website, district website/server, or anywhere online at
any time, under any circumstance.
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