COMPARE AND CONTRAST
CONSTRUCTION DAY

a mini reading fransformation pack
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WHAT IS COMPARE & CONTRAST
CONSTRUCTION DAY?

This is a mini-pack to help you fransform your classroom into a prefend
“construction site” as you practice the skill of comparing and confrasting!
To put it simply, this is a little pack fo help give a fun theme fo the skill of
compare and contrast! The pack includes a comprehension craftivity to
help quide your students in their ability to state differences and
similarities, differentiated recording sheets, optional graphic organizers, d
sticky note graphic organizer, bookmarks, how I incorporated small group
work into our afternoon, and more! The pack also includes all of the EASY
ways I incorporated Compare and Contrast Gonstruction Day in my own
classroom! Our theme day fook place over the course of an afternoon,
but you could certainly keep the fun going for as little or as long as you'd
like. The compare and contrast craftivity can be used with ANY topic,
characters, or fext for a hands-on and engaging tooll Your students will
love this thematic compare and contrast mini-pack!




WHAT IS INCLUDED?

Teacher direction pages

List of optional materials I used for this theme

Ideas for using this mini-pack

My own lesson plans for using this mini-pack in my classroom
Craffivity pieces and directions for the compare and
contrast toolbox

Alternate ‘no prep” craftivity tool cards

Differentiated recording sheets— various writing and drawing §
Versions

Job site construction assignment cards for small-group work
Compare and contfrast construction bookmark

Compare and confrast graphic organizers - drawing and
writing versions

Compare and contfrast sticky note graphic organizer

Links to additional resources you may love

Terms of use and credits page




IDEAS FOR USING THIS MINI PACK

(5| thematic fun during your reading block

. thematic fun during small-group reading

. stand-alone comprehension craftivity and lesson

E family literacy night

(@) compare and contrast mini-lessons

[&] hold fun Reading Theme Days” during the year

LJl| homeschool, after-school, or summer school activities




PICTURES OF MY CLASSROOM'S COMPARE &
CONTRAST CUNSTRUCTION DAY!
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EACH STUDENT RECEIVED A HARD HAT AND A
COMPARE AND CONTRAST TOOLKIT!
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WHOLE-GROUP ACTIVITY: COMPARE AND

0 CONSTRUCTION BOOKS!
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SMALL GROUP: COMPARE AND CONTRAST
TWO TEXTS AT THE “JOB SITE
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STUDENTS RECORDED COMPARE AND
CONTRAST SENTENCES USING THEIR TOOLS
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OTHER MATERIALS YOU CAN ADD TO
YOUR CONSTRUCTION THEME:

I found the following additional materials for Compare ¢
Contrast Construction Day on Amazon. These are used to add
fun and novelty to your day!

You can get direct, clickable links to the exact items I ordered
for the items below:

« plastic hard hats

* Orangec construction cones

e construction tape

» books I used for the whole-group lesson:
- Little Excavator and The Digger and the Flower



https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Z6PQR4/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00N0ABUR4/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o02_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0785K1VXN/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o02_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Excavator-Anna-Dewdney/dp/1101999209/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1553385811&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Digger-Flower-Joseph-Kuefler/dp/0062424335/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+flower+and+the+digger&qid=1553385838&s=books&sr=1-1

MY COMPARE & CONTRAST LESSON PLANS:

oc+ivi+y

materials used

desoripﬁon and |o|c1ns

Whole-Group Read-
Aloud and
Compare/Contrast
Activity

«  Plastic hard hats

«  Two books: I chose Little
Excavator by Anna Dewdney and
Ihe Digger and the Flower by
Joseph Kuefler

«  Compare and contrast toolkit
pouches (one per student)

«  Compare and contrast tool cards
(one set per student)

«  Anchor chart of a Venn diagram
to record the class’s thinking
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My students entered the classroom and found plastic hard hats and
empty tookkit pouches at their seats. After we put our hats on, I
explained that we were going to work hard on comparing and
confrasting books today. First, I had them fill up their tookits with their
tools. To do this, the students cut out their compare and contrast tool
cards. I printed the comparing fools on yellow paper and the
confrasting tools on orange paper. Then, they met me at the carpet
with their toolkits.

I read both books to the students at the carpet. As we read and
enjoyed the second book, the students began to make remarks about
ways /he Digger and the Hower and Little Excavator were the same
and different.

After reading the books, I had the students pull out their comparing
tool cards. I said, “Construction workers, please fake out your
wrenches! We're going fo use this tool To compare the two books using
the word ‘both”. I modeled using the card for the students by saying,
“Ihe Digger and the Flower and Little Excavator both had excavators
as the main characters.” Then the students did a “turn and talk” and
worked with partners at the carpet to come up with other sentences
that compared the two books using the keyword on the wrench card:
both. We repeated this process for each of the six tool cards in our
tookits. After I modeled how to use each keyword on the card, the
students used complete sentences to verbally compare and confrast
the two books with their partners at the carpet. As we worked, I
recorded the students’ ideas on our class Venn diagram/anchor chart.
As students turned and talked for each tool card, I circulated and
assisted the students in their oral language skills as needed.

©2019 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.




MY LESSON PLANS, CONTINUED:

Qc+ivi+y

materials used

desoripﬁon and |o|qns

Small-Group Work:
Compare and
Contrast Two Texts
with a Recording
Sheet

Orange construction cones

Two books (or passages) per small
group- I put my students in groups of
three. (You can group info partners,
groups of four, complete it during
quided reading groups, etc.)

Two books per small group fo compare
and contrast: These books were on or
around each group’s independent
reading level. Using two versions of
fables and fairy tales works welll
Recording sheets (one per student)
Job assignment cards (one per group)
Compare and contrast tookits and
fool cards

Prior to our small-group activity, I grouped my students into
groups of three. Students in each group were around the same
independent reading level. Since T had six groups in my classroom,
I placed six orange cones around the room and put two similar
books under each cone. Then I handed out a jobsite assignment
card to each group. The group had to find the numbered cone
that matched their job site assignment card. (Example: Group S
had fo find the cone with a S on it. Underneath the cone, they
found the two books they would compare and confrast together.)

Together, each group read the two books that they found
underneath their job site construction cone. Then they used the
tool cards in their toolkits o discuss how the books were similar
and different. The students filled out their recording sheets by
writing compare and contrast sentences. (Choose a differentiated
recording sheet that works best for your students.) They used their
tool cards to help them use the compare and confrast words in
their sentences, such as both, similar, alike, however, but, and
unlike.

As the students read and worked, I circulated around the room to
help students compare and contrast their two books. I prompted
with questions such as, “How did each book end?” and “Hmm_.it
looks like this book has animals as the characters. What are the
characters like in the second book you read?” This helped the
students learn how to dig info their books and find new ways to
compare and contrast the two texts. I also found that many
students could fell me what was the same or different about the
fexts, but they needed support in knowing how to use the signal
words within a complete sentence.

2010 Miss BeEarBo, nc.



MY LESSON PLANS. CONTINUED:

oc+ivi+y materials used

desoripﬁon and |o|ons

Compare and contrast bookmarks
(one per student)

«  Recording sheets

«  Meeting area (tables or
carpet/rug)

Share Time:
Review and Wrap-Up

As students finished up their small-group work, they refurned fo their

tables with their recording sheets. We reviewed all of the fun

activities we did during our Compare and Contrast Construction Day.

I congratulated them on all of the hard work they did as

construction workers. We also reviewed why comparing and

contrasting is so important:

« It helps us make connections between characters that we read
about.

« It helps us make connections between different events in stories.

« It helps us think critically about the books we read.

« It helps us understand when authors share similarities and
differences between two topics, characters, events, or ideas.

Students then fook a few minutes to share a litfle about the books
they read and worked on with the other students at their tables. The
students loved taling dbout the different fairy tale versions, fable
versions, or general fiction books they read about!

To conclude the day’s work, I passed out a compare and confrast
bookmark to every student. These bookmarks were stored in their
ook bins so that the students could continue fo independently
practice the reading skill during independent reading time.

My students took their foolkits and tool cards home with them so that

' | they could use them to practice with their nightly take-home books.
| They also got to keep their plastic hard hats, but you could certainly

collect and wash the hats to use for next year since they are plastic!

©2019 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.
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Compare! Use the word.. Comparel Use the word..




Contrast! Use the word..kContrast! Use the word..
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ALTERNATE “NOPREP” CRAFTIVITY

For most teachers, fime is precious. You may not have time (or energy) to print,
fold, and staple all of the toolkit pouches and then have students cut out their
tool cards. If you lack the fime or resources to assemble the larger foolkit
craftivity and coordinating cards, I've included a “just print” versioamsn 1
following page that you can use as an alfernative.

Simply print ouf thastaol ¢ cats fol n¢ g There ai ) tes
on egr R o € cansint \C DUl e 0l Ct | the
squar. are fo et on sagane a2 astt o we o This say N | sfill
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Cut out the tool
cards, and use
them to he|p you
compare and
contrast the two

books.

Comparel Use the word..jCompare! Use the word..JCompare! Use the word..
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COMPARE & CONTRAST ~ Nome:

Directions: Record compare and contrast statements for each tool in your toolkit.




COMPARE & CONTRAST ~ Nome:

Directions: Circle one comparing fool and one contrasting tool from each toolbox,
and write about why your topics are alike and different. Use the signal words for
the tools you pick when you write your explanation.

1% o2 & @ﬂ’* =y N

similar both  alike ay unlike
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COMPARE & CONTRAST ~ Nome:

Directions: Circle one comparing fool and one contrasting tool from each toolbox,
and write about why your topics are alike and different. Use the signal words for

The tools you pick when you write your explanation.

| % =2 &

_mpore similar  both _ qlike c 1 Sil_} =V unlike
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CUMPARE & CONTRAST  Neme:

Directions: Gompare and contrast your topics by drawing pictures for each tool.

compare

contrast

contr

2/ |

contrast




COMPARE & CONTRAST ~ Nome:

Directions: Circle one comparing fool and one contrasting tool from each toolbox,

and draw how your fopics are alike and different.

compare|
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USING THE JOB SITE ASSIGNMENT CARDS

Optional: Print out the number of construction site assignment
cards you need (one per small group). Write numbers on your
orange cones so that students can identify and find the
construction site they are assigned to. (Hint: Dry-erase marke™s will
work on your orange cones and can be.arg fio ath =s )
Both color and black andgsift™ erl n¢ e clude
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Please report to construction site:fPlease report to construction site:




Please report to construction site:fPlease report to construction site:
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COMPARE & CONTRAST  Nome.

Directions: Write your two topics above the outside rectangles. Record ways your topics are
different. In the center rectangle, record ways your topics are alike.

both




OPTIONAL TOOL: THE COMPARE AND
CONTRAST STICKY NOTE MAT

The organizer on the following page is perfect to use with sticky
notes! Print the organizer on cardstock for durability. Studerss can

work to identify three similarities and threges ™ eoes o1 )
fopics, books, charactersgaverss, ¢ . » L denfsi. n te r
draw the_simy 2 ¢ urTter wceore e sy ne s T
each < I mpare ar T
direc. or o &0 i o of — 7q R
the o er ¢ rad — — ﬁ
sfuder:  to use. o si¢ ¥ i L1 e

word ¢ they el airine | _ L X[ alite
similarities or differences. The G| [T | [ Carras
sticky notes can then be e <
remc\)lved and the mat can T
be used again and again! but || unike
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YOU MAY LIKE THIS ADDITIONAL
COMPARE AND CONTRAST RESOURCE:

COMPREHENSION PASSAGES
CUMPARE &CONTRAST

CLICKk here



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Compare-and-Contrast-Reading-Passages-1843816

LOOKING FOR OTHER READING THEME

RESTAURANT RETELL

a mini reading transformartion pack

CLiCKk here

MISS nmnau%


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Restaurant-Retell-Reading-Mini-Pack-4210273?utm_source=MDNewsletterRetellingFreebie2%2F18&utm_campaign=RestaurantRetellWithinFreebiePic

> THANK YOU

for choosing a Miss DeCarba” educational resource.

) CONNECT WITH ME
) ) TERMS OF USE:

Licensing Terms: This download includes a license for one educator only for personal use in his or her
classroom. Licenses are non-transferable, meaning that they cannot be passed on from one teacher fo
another. If you want to use this as a grade level, share it with a colleague, or use it with a school or
district, the praper number of additional licenses must be granted in writing by the author. You can
purchase additional licenses at a discount in your “My Purchases” page when you are logged info your
Teachers Pay Teachers account. If you are a coach, administrator, or curriculum director interested in
fransferable licenses to accommodate yearly staff changes, contact me for a quote at
christina@missdecarbo.com.

Copyright Terms: £very page of this document is copyrighted. This resource may not be uploaded
to the Internet in any form, including classroom/personal websites or blogs, or district or shared
servers that those who did not purchase an additional license could access. Uploading the file to
the internet is a direct violation of copyright. Replications are not allowed.

©2019 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved.


mailto:christina@missdecarbo.com
mailto:missdecarbo@gmail.com
http://www.pinterest.com/missdecarbo
http://www.instagram.com/missdecarbo
http://www.facebook.com/missdecarbo
http://www.twitter.com/missdecarbo

ABOUT MISS DECARBO

Christina DeCarbo-Wagers is an elementary teacher from Northeast, Ohio. She
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education, a Master's degree in
Elementary Literacy, and a specialized K-I2 reading endorsement. Christina has
experience in instructional consulting, literacy coaching, and professional
development services. Over the course of her career she has presented literacy
workshops and professional development sessions for Staff Development of
Educators, ASCD, and state and local educational conferences. Christina has also
provided extensive services and frainings for school districts and educational
service centers across the state of Ohio.

Christina is passionate about helping students reach
their greatest potential as readers and writers. Her
engaging resources are based in developmentally-
dppropriate research, and are founded in the
importance of critical thinking, creativity, and
problem-solving skills for young learners. Her
educational company, Miss DeCarbo, Inc., was
founded in 2012 and provides educators with
curriculum, ideas, research-based advice, and
inspiration. You can learn more about Miss DeCarbo
by visiting her website, www.missdecarbo.com.
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http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
http://www.scrappindoodles.com/
http://www.kimberlygeswein.com/commercial-use/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Workshop-Teaching
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
http://www.edu-clips.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Price-Of-Teaching
http://www.shutterstock.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Perfect-Blend-Fonts-Bundle-2671934
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-A-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Darcy-Baldwin-Fonts
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Fonts4teachers
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cara-Carroll
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hello-Fonts-License-for-Commercial-Use-Single-License-Single-Designer-395172
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