
Book bakery
a mini reading transformation pack 
for exploring various book genres



What is book bakery day?
This is a mini pack to help you transform your classroom into a pretend 
“reading genre bakery” called Book Bakery! To put it simply, this is a little 
pack to help give a fun theme to the experience of exploring a variety of 
reading genres for your students! It encourages them to explore and 
read books in genres that they may otherwise not initiate themselves. This 
theme day helped my students find book genres that they didn’t even 
know they LOVED! The pack includes a reading craftivity to help your 
students record what they read during the book bakery, genre mini signs, 
genre posters, bookmarks, and an additional no-prep alternative response 
template if you don’t have time for the craftivity. The pack also includes 
all of the EASY ways I incorporated Book Bakery into my own classroom, 
with links to optional materials, lesson plans, and set-up tips! Our theme 
day took us no more than an hour to an hour and a half, but you could 
certainly keep the fun going for as little or 
as long as you’d like. Book Bakery can be created using 
the books you already have in your classroom library. 
Your students will love this thematic reading mini pack!
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What Is Included?
• Teacher direction pages
• List of optional materials I used for this theme
• My own lesson plans for using this mini pack in my classroom
• Ideas for using this mini pack
• Craftivity pieces and directions for the cupcake bakery boxes
• Ideas for how to adjust and make the craftivity work for you
• Alternative no-prep craftivity/recording sheet
• Mini genre signs for the different tables
• Reading genre posters
• Book Bakery reading genre bookmark
• Links to additional reading theme resources you may love
• Terms of use and credits pages
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Ideas for using this mini pack
thematic fun during your reading block

thematic fun during small-group reading

stand-alone reading craftivity and lesson

family literacy night

genre mini lessons- use parts of it or all of it!

hold fun “Reading Theme Days” during the year!
homeschool, after-school, and summer school 
activities



Pictures of my classroom’s 
Book Bakery Day!

©2019 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.



Sweet and simple!
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Engaging, effective, and fun!
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Setting Up
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After setting out the tablecloths, I placed a mini genre sign and a pile of books from that genre on 
each table. To make the morning more festive and novel, I placed each pile of books on top of a 
cake stand or a dessert stands. A pile of the coordinating cupcakes for each genre was also placed 
on the table. For example, at the biography table, I included a mini biography sign and a pile of 
biography books. 
At each student’s table spot, I placed an empty box of cupcakes and a pile of the cupcake 
templates for that genre. (Example: The biography table included a mini biography sign, a pile of 
biography cupcake templates, and a pile of biography books.)

TIP: How did you choose which books to pull for each genre? My goal for this lesson was to expose 
the students to various book genres – NOT for them to read every book on the table with 100% 
accuracy. I chose books that were on or around my class’s independent reading level. I also put 
books below reading level at the time so that my students who had not yet reached grade level 
could participate and have access to the books.



Other materials you can add to 
your Book Bakery theme:

• colored tablecloths for tables and desks

• cupcake bakery boxes to add the cupcakes to

• colorful paper cupcake liners to add to your bakery boxes

• cardboard cake stands to hold books for each table

• photo holders to hold the genre signs for the tables

I found the following additional materials for our book bakery 
on Amazon. These are used to add fun and novelty to your day! 

You can get direct clickable links to the exact items I ordered 
for the items below:
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07D6WYDFG/ref=oh_aui_search_detailpage?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07PK236PL/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o03_s01?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07B2YYM41/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o03_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=cardboard+cake+stand&qid=1573267001&ref=sr_pg_1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07HR1L2J9/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1


my book bakery lesson plans:
activity materials used description and plans

Whole-Class Book Genre 
Introduction Mini 

Lesson

• reading genre posters
• easel, chart paper, or somewhere 

to display your posters for the 
class to see

• one book from each genre that 
you will be introducing during the 
mini lesson (preferably from your 
classroom library so that students 
can learn and get used to where 
they can find that genre within 
the room)

I started Book Bakery by gathering the class at the carpet. I pre-
printed the five genre posters that I would be using that day 
during Book Bakery. The five genres I chose for my students to 
focus on were nonfiction, realistic fiction, fantasy, biography, and 
poetry. I stuck these posters up on my chart paper to serve as 
an anchor chart, or a reference poster, for my students. I 
explained to the students that they would be learning about five 
different genres, or types, of books! I quickly went over each of 
the five genres using the posters provided. After discussing each 
genre, I held up and showed a book from that genre from our 
classroom library. I also told students where the baskets of 
poetry, biographies, nonfiction, etc. were located in our room for 
future reference. 

Book Bakery Rotations

• cupcake boxes
• cupcake templates
• books
• mini genre signs
• crayons/pencils
• scissors

Since I chose five genres to focus on, I divided my class into five 
small groups. Each group started with one of the five genres. The 
students had time to explore, read, and flip through the books at 
their tables. Each student chose one book from the pile to read 
and explore. He or she then cut out a cupcake (you can have them 
already cut to save time if you wish) and drew a picture of what 
the book was all about. (For older students, you can have them 
write what the books were mostly about on the cupcakes.) The 
student then added this cupcake to his or her cupcake box. After 
about 6-8 minutes, I rang the bell, and the students moved to the 
next table/genre. Each time the students moved to a new 
tables/genres, they brought their cupcake boxes with them. They 
repeated this procedure for each genre, adding a coordinating 
cupcake to their bakery boxes at each table.
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my lesson plans, continued:
activity materials used description and plans

Share Time • cupcake bakery boxes
• whole-group meeting area

After each group had rotated through all five genres, the students 
met at the carpet with their bakery boxes for a quick and simple 
share time. I asked the students to put their thumbs up by their 
hearts if they had discovered genres that they didn’t even know 
they liked until this morning. Many of my students learned that they 
loved biography books and exclaimed that they were excited to get 
some biographies for their book bins next week. 

I gave the students a few minutes to share their cupcakes with 
carpet partners and talk about the books they had read and 
discovered. Our room was filled with joyful, excited conversations 
about BOOKS! I am excited for you and your students to experience 
this magic, as well!

Review and Optional 
Extension Idea 

• additional “favorite book” cupcake 
template (This works well if you only 
chose five genres to explore for 
their six-pack bakery boxes.) 

• REAL CUPCAKES as a celebration at 
the end of your lesson! (Check on all 
allergies and health alerts for 
students prior to distributing real 
cupcakes.)

To end our morning, we reviewed the importance of exploring and 
reading new genres. 
• It helps expose us to new topics, characters, and information.
• It helps us discover new books we might have never tried before.
• It makes us stronger readers.
• It’s fun!
I then gave each student a final cupcake template: “My Favorite 
Book”. I asked them to reflect and think about all of the different 
types of books they had  read today. They then chose their favorite 
books/genres, drew pictures of the book, and added them to their 
boxes.

*This was an optional extension. If you choose six genres instead of 
five, you won’t need this cupcake template.
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Book bakery craftivity
The following pages contain the cupcake templates for the bakery box craftivity. 
For each genre you chose for your students to explore, print the following 
cupcake template, and make enough copies for each student to have one 
cupcake. Your students can cut out the cupcakes ahead of time or as they are 
working at each station. You can have your bakery boxes pre-filled with blank 
cupcake templates, or simply place a stack of the cupcakes at each table/genre. 
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The following pages provide you with a 
taste of some of the activities included 

within the full pack. The full pack contains 
pages of cupcakes for all included reading
genres, alternative craftivity templates, 
and large and mini posters in both black

and white and color.
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Realistic 
Fiction

Realistic 
Fiction

Realistic 
Fiction

Realistic 
Fiction

Realistic 
Fiction

Realistic 
Fiction
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Fantasy Fantasy Fantasy

Fantasy Fantasy Fantasy
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Biography Biography Biography

Biography Biography Biography
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Nonfiction Nonfiction Nonfiction

Nonfiction Nonfiction Nonfiction
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Poetry Poetry Poetry

Poetry Poetry Poetry
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Mystery Mystery Mystery

Mystery Mystery Mystery
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Alternate no-prep craftivity
For most teachers, time is precious. You may not have the time (or energy) to 
print each genre cupcake and then have your students cut out their pieces. If 
you lack the time or resources to have students cut out individual cupcakes for 
their bakery boxes, I’ve included two “just print” cupcake pages you can use as 
alternatives.

Simply print out the cupcake printable that works for you. Your students can 
simply color a picture of each book they read on the recording sheet instead of 
cutting out the cupcakes. This saves time and still provides your students with a 
cute recording sheet for each genre they explore. Due to this template being a 
no-prep and time-saving version of the activity, I’ve included only the five main 
genres that I used during my own Book Bakery Day: fantasy, realistic fiction, 
biography, nonfiction, and poetry. The sixth cupcake allows students to reflect on 
their favorite books and draw pictures of them. *You could also print this one 
page out for each child, and he or she can cut out his or her own six cupcakes 
to use during the rotations.

There is also a template that includes the five book genres listed above, plus an 
empty cupcake that you can write on if you wish to add a sixth genre to this 
sheet.
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Realistic 
Fiction Fantasy Nonfiction

Biography Poetry My Favorite 
Book
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Realistic 
Fiction Fantasy Nonfiction

Biography Poetry
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mini Genre signs
The following pages contain mini genre signs that you can place at the tables or 
stations for students to rotate through. Designate a genre for each 
table/station, and place the mini genre sign at the table as a reminder of what 
the genre means. I placed my mini genre signs in photo holders, but you could 
simply place them directly on the tables, too. *These posters are available in 
both color and an ink-friendly version that can be printed on colorful cardstock. 
Print the format that works best for you.
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Nonfiction Realistic Fiction

Fantasy Biography
A biography is the 
story of a person’s 
life and is written 
by another person.

A realistic fiction 
story has made-up 
characters and 
events that could 
happen in real life.

A fantasy story is a 
made-up story that 
could never happen 
in real life. It often 
includes magic.

A nonfiction 
book is a text 
that gives 
information and 
facts.
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Poetry Mystery

Autobiography Science Fiction

A mystery has a 
problem and includes 
suspense. The 
problem doesn’t get 
solved until the end.

An autobiography is 
a story of a 
person’s life and is 
written by that 
person.

Poetry is a piece of 
text that includes 
rhythm and 
expresses the 
author’s emotion.

A science fiction 
story is a made-up 
story that includes 
technology, outer 
space, or science.
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Legend Fable

Folktale Fairy Tale

A fable is a short 
story that teaches a 
lesson or moral. The 
characters are 
usually animals.

A legend is a story that 
is passed down from 
one person to another. 
It is often based on 
real people or places.

A folktale is a 
story that has 
been passed down 
by word of mouth.

A fairy tale is a story 
that includes magical 
or fantasy creatures, 
such as mermaids, 
dragons, or giants.
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Historical Fiction Myth

Informational Graphic Novel

A historical 
fiction story is a 
made-up story 
that has a 
historical setting.

A graphic novel 
is a story that 
uses comic 
strips.

An informational 
text gives facts and 
information about 
real people, places, 
things, or events.

A myth explains how 
things naturally occur 
in the world. It often 
contains supernatural 
gods or goddesses.
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Adventure Tall Tale
An adventure
story contains a 
lot of danger, 
excitement, and 
action.

A tall tale is an 
exaggerated story 
who has characters 
that are larger 
than life.

Nursery Rhyme
A nursery rhyme 
is a short 
rhyming story 
that is written 
for children.

Fiction
A fiction story is 
a story with 
made-up 
characters and 
events.
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Nonfiction Realistic Fiction

Fantasy Biography
A biography is the 
story of a person’s 
life and is written 
by another person.

A realistic fiction 
story has made-up 
characters and 
events that could 
happen in real life.

A fantasy story is a 
made-up story that 
could never happen 
in real life. It often 
includes magic.

A nonfiction 
book is a text 
that gives 
information and 
facts.
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Poetry Mystery

Autobiography Science Fiction

A mystery has a 
problem and includes 
suspense. The 
problem doesn’t get 
solved until the end.

An autobiography is 
a story of a 
person’s life and is 
written by that 
person.

Poetry is a piece of 
text that includes 
rhythm and 
expresses the 
author’s emotion.

A science fiction 
story is a made-up 
story that includes 
technology, outer 
space, or science.
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Legend Fable

Folktale Fairy Tale

A fable is a short 
story that teaches a 
lesson or moral. The 
characters are 
usually animals.

A legend is a story that 
is passed down from 
one person to another. 
It is often based on 
real people or places.

A folktale is a 
story that has 
been passed down 
by word of mouth.

A fairy tale is a story 
that includes magical 
or fantasy creatures, 
such as mermaids, 
dragons, or giants.
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Historical Fiction Myth

Informational Graphic Novel

A historical 
fiction story is a 
made-up story 
that has a 
historical setting.

A graphic novel 
is a story that 
uses comic 
strips.

An informational 
text gives facts and 
information about 
real people, places, 
things, or events.

A myth explains how 
things naturally occur 
in the world. It often 
contains supernatural 
gods or goddesses.
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Adventure Tall Tale
An adventure
story contains a 
lot of danger, 
excitement, and 
action.

A tall tale is an 
exaggerated story 
that has characters 
who are larger 
than life.

Nursery Rhyme
A nursery rhyme 
is a short 
rhyming story 
that is written 
for children.

Fiction
A fiction story is 
a story with 
made-up 
characters and 
events.



Reading genre posters
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The following pages contain genre posters that you can 
use for your anchor chart or reference poster. These 
posters are nice to use during your whole-group mini 
lesson, as a review during your share time, or simply to 
hang up in your room to refer to as you study and read 
various genres throughout the year. *These posters are 
available in both color and an ink-friendly version that can 
be printed on colorful cardstock. Print the format that 
works best for you.
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Nonfiction
A nonfiction book 
is a text that 
gives information 
and facts.
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Nonfiction
A nonfiction book 
is a text that 
gives information 
and facts.



Book bakery bookmarks
The bookmarks on the following page can be printed on cardstock and cut 
out for students to use during independent reading, partner reading 
time, small-group time, and more! You can print them out on white paper 
and allow students to refer to the bookmarks when they are identifying a 
books’ genres as they read. For this bookmark, I’ve chosen five popular 
genres to refer to. If you need additional genres added, just have 
students write them on the backs of the bookmarks. 

*An additional idea is to have students color cupcakes beside the genres 
they read independently. Their goal would be to read one book from 
every genre to complete their “Book Bakery Bookmark Mission”.

These bookmarks also make excellent reading tools to send home. They will 
help parents help their children identify the books’ genres during nightly 
reading! Enjoy!
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Biography

Fantasy

Poetry

Nonfiction

Realistic 
Fiction

My book 
bakery 
Bookmark

My book 
bakery 
Bookmark

My book 
bakery 
Bookmark

My book 
bakery 
Bookmark
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Biography

Fantasy

Poetry

Nonfiction

Realistic 
Fiction

Biography

Fantasy

Poetry

Nonfiction

Realistic 
Fiction

Biography

Fantasy

Poetry

Nonfiction

Realistic 
Fiction



My favorite genre
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Name __________________________
Directions: What is your favorite genre to read and why? Write your response 
below. Then draw a picture of your favorite genre on the book cover. 

My 
Favorite 
Genre



My favorite genre
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Name __________________________
Directions: What is your favorite genre to read and why? Draw a picture of your 
favorite genre on the book cover. 

My 
Favorite 
Genre
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You will also love these additional 
reading theme resources:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Compare-and-Contrast-Construction-Day-Reading-Mini-Pack-4466713?utm_source=MDBookBakeryYouMayAlsoLove&utm_campaign=CompareContrastConstruction
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Restaurant-Retell-Reading-Mini-Pack-4210273?utm_source=MDBookBakeryYouMayAlsoLove&utm_campaign=RestaurantRetell


Clip Art & Font Credits:
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Stock photographs from www.shutterstock.com

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
http://www.scrappindoodles.com/
http://www.kimberlygeswein.com/commercial-use/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Workshop-Teaching
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
http://www.edu-clips.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Price-Of-Teaching
http://www.shutterstock.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Perfect-Blend-Fonts-Bundle-2671934
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-A-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Darcy-Baldwin-Fonts
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Fonts4teachers
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cara-Carroll
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hello-Fonts-License-for-Commercial-Use-Single-License-Single-Designer-395172


™
thank you 

for choosing a Miss DeCarbo educational resource.

connect with me

terms of use:
Licensing Terms: This download includes a license for one educator only for personal use in his or her 
classroom. Licenses are non-transferable, meaning that they cannot be passed on from one teacher to 
another.  If you want to use this as a grade level, share it with a colleague, or use it with a school or 
district, the proper number of additional licenses must be granted in writing by the author. You can 
purchase additional licenses at a discount in your “My Purchases” page when you are logged into your 
Teachers Pay Teachers account. If you are a coach, administrator, or curriculum director interested in 
transferable licenses to accommodate yearly staff changes, contact me for a quote at 
christina@missdecarbo.com. 

Copyright Terms: Every page of this document is copyrighted. This resource may not be uploaded 
to the Internet in any form, including classroom/personal websites or blogs, or district or shared 
servers that those who did not purchase an additional license could access. Uploading the file to 
the internet is a direct violation of copyright. Replications are not allowed.
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mailto:christina@missdecarbo.com
mailto:missdecarbo@gmail.com
http://www.pinterest.com/missdecarbo
http://www.instagram.com/missdecarbo
http://www.facebook.com/missdecarbo
http://www.twitter.com/missdecarbo


about Miss DeCarbo
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Christina is passionate about helping students reach 
their greatest potential as readers and writers. Her 
engaging resources are based in developmentally-
appropriate research, and are founded in the 
importance of critical thinking, creativity, and 
problem-solving skills for young learners. Her 
educational company, Miss DeCarbo, Inc., was 
founded in 2012 and provides educators with 
curriculum, ideas, research-based advice, and 
inspiration. You can learn more about Miss DeCarbo 
by visiting her website, www.missdecarbo.com. 

Christina DeCarbo-Wagers is an elementary teacher from Northeast, Ohio. She 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education, a Master’s degree in 
Elementary Literacy, and a specialized K-12 reading endorsement. Christina has 
experience in instructional consulting, literacy coaching, and professional 
development services. Over the course of her career she has presented literacy 
workshops and professional development sessions for Staff Development of 
Educators, ASCD, and state and local educational conferences. Christina has also 
provided extensive services and trainings for school districts and educational 
service centers across the state of Ohio. 

http://www.missdecarbo.com/
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